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Message from the Headteacher 
 
It has been a very busy year !  I have been pleased by the great variety of activities that our young people 
have been involved with.  From visits to universities to trips in Morocco, France and Germany, from 
engineering and mathematics challenges to theatrical performances, our students have shown their 
creativity and sense of adventure in many places. They have taken part in a wide range of sporting events 
and hosted events for others.  Amongst others, they have welcomed business mentors, teachers from 
overseas, members of the armed forces and our local police, showing a warmth and openness which makes 
everyone feel at home in the school.  At all times we have been proud of the way they have taken on the 
responsibilities asked of them and represented the school so well. 
 
Recently we have welcomed the year 6 students who will be joining us in September.  Judging by their 
enthusiasm they have enjoyed their time with us. We are all looking forward to meeting them again as 
Grangefield Students at the start of the next term. 
 
The Summer is always a time when we think of the year 11 students who are now leaving us to pursue their 
education and careers elsewhere. The last event of their time at Grangefield was the annual Leavers’ Prom, 
held at Hardwick Hall.  This year we were joined by a large number of staff and by the chair and vice-chair of 
the governing body. Everyone was impressed by the maturity of these young adults and we now wish them 
every success for the future. 
 
I hope that you enjoy the summer break.  In September we shall return determined as ever to offer our 
students as many opportunities as possible and help them to achieve their potential according to their 
individual talents. 
 



  
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                Tuesday, 25th May 2009 saw 128 students and 13 adults set forth bright and 
early for Grangefieldôs annual two day visit to Paris and Disneyland.  With stops at Ferry Bridge 
and Cambridge, we arrived in Dover to catch an early afternoon ferry to Calais and travelled 
onward to our Disneyland Resort Hotels ï the Kyriad and the Magic Circus. 
 

After a good nightôs rest and a hearty 
breakfast, everyone was ready to face a 
day of sightseeing in Paris.  Following a 
coach tour of Parisô principal landmarks, 
the Eiffel Tower was the next stop.  The 
brave of heart ascended to the very top 
and were rewarded with some magnificent 
views over the city. 

Following dinner at the 
Rainforest Cafe, King 
Ludwigôs Castle or 
Planet Hollywood,  the 
evening was spent in 
Disney Village. 
 

Thursday was Disney day.  The 
morning was spent at Walt Disney 
Studios Park  with the remainder of 
the day being spent at Disneyland 
Park. 

 

Paris 2009 was 

brilliant!  

Rubie Lee 
 

 

KYRIAD 
MAGIC CIRCUS 
 

Thanks for 

three mint 

trips to Paris.  

 

Anthony Butler 

Y10 

I really loved Paris because 

we stayed in a really posh  

hotel.  Great rides.  

Chloe Gage 

Paris was mint.   

Thanks so 

much. 

Amy Dymond 

Thanks for taking us 

to Paris.  It was a 

lovely experience and 

it was gre at.  

Abi Crowle and 

Hannah Gibson 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

John Alabi Steph Archer  

 Helen Armstrong  Amelia Arrowsmith  

Jack Askew  Joshua Atkinson  

Hannah Baker  Zoe Barker Jodie Beeston  

Sam Boyd Eleanor Bradley Lucy Brown  

   Danielle Bulmer Georgia Burns Anthony Butler  

 Emma Cable Lauren Collier Helena Cooling 

James Crinson Jessika Cro ft Abi Crowle  

 Sam Curbeson Jack Danby  Lauren Darbyshire  

Lyndsy Darcy  Hayley Davies Stephanie Deans  

Jacob Dennis Stacy Dodd Joshua Dowsland  

Amy Dymond Sohail Fazal  

 Chloe Fitzgibbon Adam Flewker  

 
  

Chloe Mallaby  

Lauren Mallaby  

Lauren Maxwell  

Sinead McAdam 

Andrew McLaren Shona McNab  

Claire Mileham Stacey Mills  

Lauren Mitchell  Danielle Moody Thomas Moody Demi Moore  

Dean Mortimer Chelsie Muirhead Ben Munroe Ronald Myambo Hannah 

Newman-Smart Lewis Noble Nicky Oliver Shannon Oliver Jack Ollett 

Jor dan Oxtoby Jodie Powell Bethany Price  

Daniel Reynolds Adam Rice Amelia Robinson Kealy Rudd  

Kimberley Russell Hannah Scott Liam Scott Tom Scott  

Bethan Senior Katie Shepherd Bethany Shilham Leonie Simpson Scarlett 

Small. Dana Smith Daniel Smith Katie Smith   

Matthew Smith  Laura Smithson Rebecca Southern  

Harley Spence Bethany Squire Rhys Stephens Lewis Tait  

Ryan Tate Cloe Thompson Josh Thorman  

Daniel Thwaites Amelia Walker Jason West  

Amy Woodward Taylor Wright  

 

PARIS 2009  

 

Katie Foulger  Jordan Furphy  

Chloe Gage Hannah Gibson  

Steph Grant Lilian Gray Demi Green  

Bethany Harcourt Kathryn Hardwick  

 Gillian Hardy Miachael Harrington  

 Charley Harrison Callum Hedley Joe Hewison 

Dion Hey Natasha Hine Leah Honeyman  

Liam Huitson Naomi Iredale Matthew Jones  

Rachel Kelly Chelsie Kerr  Kieran Kinghorn Reece 

Kinghorn Dominic Knight  Rubie Lee Bethanie 

Lofthouse Charley Lucas  

Amanda Mack Daniel Magson 

Cherish Mahoney   
 

I have loved the statues, 

hotels and rides.  The 

rides were the best out 

of everything.  Thanks.  

Bethany Shilham .  

I want to thank you for 

the Paris trips ð they have 

been amazing and Iõll 

remember them forever.  

Hannah Newman-Smart  

I canõt thank you enough for 

making mine and my friendsõ 

holiday to Paris amazing enough 

for making mine and my friendsõ 

holiday to Paris amazing.  I have 

really enjoyed myself at Paris in 

the past 4 years.  

Kathryn Hardwick Y11 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

AUSTRIA WELCOMES GRANGEFIELD SCHOOL 
This year’s ski party numbered 21 in total and we again returned to the Saalbach-Hinterglemm region of Austria for 6 
full days skiing.  The journey is quite long – 27 hours in total but with frequent motorway stops and a two hour ferry 
crossing the time soon passes by – some people even managed to sleep on the coach! However once there,  there’s 
nothing quite to match the feeling of waking up in Austria being surrounded by the snow covered Alps – pure Sound of 
Music country. 
 
Once fitted with skis and helmets we were soon out on the slopes and, I must admit, I was impressed at how quickly 
non-skiers soon progressed from the nursery slopes to more advanced runs.  Previous skiers didn’t waste much time 
either in tackling some challenging blue/black runs (Greg Auton, Jonathan Coyne, Jack Hodgson and Nathan Waites 
show much more bravery than me at times!)  Two hours morning skiing were followed with a leisurely lunch break 
before two more hours in the afternoon. 
 Back at the Hotel Panther (a four star hotel with excellent facilities) 

students were encouraged to relax before dinner and bearing in mind 
how exhausting skiing can be this didn’t take much persuasion.  Each 
evening had a different activity – we went swimming, shopping, had a 
pizza night, took part in a local treasure hunt and rounded the week off 
with a disco at the Utzi Bar – a young people’s disco filled with about 200 
students!  
 

Every skier received a certificate and medal which proved a pleasant 
memento of the holiday and other students were awarded prizes for 
biggest smile, most spectacular crash and international relations! It was 
all good fun and nobody felt left out. 
 
The food caused some amusement and notable quotes include: 
‘This tastes like wallpaper paste’ (semolina) 
‘Is this luncheon meat?’ (Unidentified) 
‘‘What’s this potato soup made from?’ (answers on a postcard please) 
 
I know that Mr Carss and Miss Gill thoroughly enjoyed themselves – so 
much so that they’ve signed up for next year already! And for me the 
highlight of the trip?  Having lunch 3,000 feet up a mountain overhearing 
two Year 8 students say to each other – ‘This is the best trip I’ve ever 
done with Grangefield’ and do you know what?  I couldn’t agree more.                                  

 Mr S Arthur 
 

 

 ‘This is the best trip I’ve ever 

done with Grangefield’ 
 
                   Charles Doherty 
 



 

 

 

 

  

 
  

Oak Tree Primary visit  Grangefield School 

ñIt was fun as it was all 
Interactive and not just 
sitting around listening to 
boring thingsò. 
                      Shauna Bates 

 
The Year 6 pupils of Oak Tree Primary School visited 
Grangefield School on Friday, 5th June 2009.  Mr Arthur 
invited us for a History lesson to learn all about artefacts 
from World War 2. 
 
First of all, Mr Arthur told us about the artefacts he had 
set out on each table.  Then we were split into groups 
and allowed time to spend on each area.  There were 
some Year 8 students who helped out with this session 
and we would like to say a big thank you to them!  And to 
Mr Arthur - we understand how much effort was put into 
this project.  All of the things we have learned were 
fascinating!  Even though our time there was short, one 
thing all of us found interesting was how an iron was 
heated.  We all thoroughly enjoyed it. We hope we can 
visit again!  On behalf of all Year 6s at Oak Tree Primary 
School we would like to thank Mr Arthur for inviting us to 
visit Grangefield school. 
                                                                      Miss Rogers 

 

 

CLICKLbΩ /IL/Y{ 
Do you have a computer or access to one but don't know how to use it? 

Would you like to learn?  You can with the help of our student Clickin’ Chicks! 
 

Grangefield School are offering a short course to teach you basic computer skills.  The course will begin in 
Autumn 2009 and will last for 10 weeks.  It is free to join and you will get a certificate on completion. 

 
If you are interested or would like further information - telephone 660573 

and speak to Mrs Sandra Harper. 
Limited numbers – so reserve your place. 

ñ It was a really fun and good 
experience for all of the Year 6 
children.  I loved handling all of 
the games and trying on the gas 
mask!" 

Joe Puckering 
 



  

Sports Day at Claireville Stadium 
Following the highly successful 2008 Sports Day, Grangefield 
School held their 2

nd
 Sports Day event at Claireville Stadium, 

Middlesbrough on 10
th

 June 2009.  The opportunity to 
experience competing at a nationally recognised Athletics 
Stadium proved to be very appealing to the students; as a result 
a record number potential number of students wanting to 
complete meant that the Sports Day was open to Y7 and Y8 
students as an additional part of an ongoing inter-tutor group 
competition. 
 
The day was funded through a variety of fundraising events 
which included non-uniform in PE lessons and our very  
successful Dance Show ‘Dancing Through The Ages’. The children 
were ushered onto coaches and headed to the stadium raring to 
go at 9am.  On arrival, the tutors organised their tutees in 
preparation for the events to begin. Events included track events 
such as High Jump, Shot Putt, Javelin/Rounder’s Cricket Ball, 
Discuss and Long Jump. 
 
The students organised who would compete in which events 
within their tutor groups prior to the day; as a result the Sports 
Day ran smoothly and the tutees worked well showing their 
team work skills. The Sports Day gave the children chance to 
excel in their chosen events, the children strived to break their 
own personal best achievements and long standing school 
athletics records, as well as aiming to achieve and winning 
overall tutor group. 
 
An astonishing number of Y7 and Y8 school records were 
broken.  The tables show individual events with their 
outstanding records! 

Yr 7 Broken Records τ Girls and Boys 

200m Judith Da Silva 32.25secs 

800m Ellis Eddy 3 mins 22 secs 

Shot Put Hannah Scott 6.40m 

4 x 100m Relay Mr Dowden 1 min 10.91 secs 

200m Joshua McCarthey 31.38 secs 

High Jump Jonathon Powell 1.25m 

Long Jump Aaron Hamilton 3.44m 

4 x 100m Relay Miss Moore 1 min 06.91 sec 

 

Yr 8 Broken Records τ Girls and Boys 

200m Amy Buckle 36.53 secs 

1200mm Chelsa Muirhead 5 mins 19 secs 

Hurdles Natasha Hine 15.60 secs 

Long Jump Demi Nicol 3.49m 

Javelin Rachel Hart 8.93m 

4 x 100m Miss Fulton 1 min 07.90 secs 

100 m Casey Walker 13.81 secs 

800m James Mason 2 mins 42 secs 

1500m Michael Stokes 5 mins 34 secs 

Hurdles Jamie Howell 4.01m 

Javelin Casey Walker 22.69m 

4 x 100m Relay Ms Waller 1 min 00.56 secs 

 

Well done to all Year7 and 8 students who 
competed, and especially those who achieved 
personal bests and smashed school records. 

The results for the inter tutor competition were as follows: 
 

Tutor Leaders – top 3 tutors for boys/girls overall 
 

Year 7 
1

st
 place - Mr Dowden 

2
nd

 place - Miss George 
3

rd
 place - Miss Notman 

 
Year 8 

Joint 1
st

 place - Miss Mulcaster 
Joint 1

st
 place - Miss Fulton 

3
rd

 place - Mr Turnbull 
 

MASSIVE THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HELPED DIRECTLY 
OR INDIRECTLY TO ORGANISE THIS EVENT. 

 
Next year we are hoping to have competitors from Years 7, 8 

and 9. 

 
 



 

 
GCSE EXAM TIMETABLE 2009/2010 

Provisional (These dates are subject to change) 

Art & Design Friday, 15th March 2010 ς Monday, 22nd March 2010 

D&T Electronic Products Tuesday, 22nd June 2010 

D&T Food Wednesday, 23rd June 2010 

D&T Product Design Wednesday, 26th May 2010 

D&T Resistant Materials Wednesday, 26th May 2010 

D&T Systems Tuesday, 22nd June 2010 

D&T Textiles Tuesday, 22nd June 2010 

Engineering Monday, 17th May 2010 

Drama Workshops/Exams 
23rd/24th November 2009 
26th/27th November 2009 
Yr11 Externally marked performances 
Week beginning 3rd May 2010 

English Language Monday 9th November 2009 
Thursday 12th November 2009 
Tuesday, 8th June 2010 
Monday, 14th June 2010 

English Literature Tuesday, 25th May 2010 

Geography Thursday 10th June 2010 
Thursday, 17th June 2010 

Health & Social Care Tuesday, 26th January 2010 
Thursday, 17th June 2010 

History Wednesday, 9th June 2010 
Tuesday, 15th June 2010 

ICT Monday 21st June 2010 

Maths (J512) Tuesday, 12th January 2010 
(J512) Friday, 15th January 2010 
(J517) Friday, 15th January 2010 
(J517) Thursday, 21st January 2010 
(J517) Module Test Monday, 8th March 2010 
(J517 Monday 7th June 2010 
(J517) Module Test Monday, 21st June 2010 
(J512) Monday, 7th June 2010 
(J512)Friday, 11th June 2010 

Media Studies Between 1st ς 30th May 2010 

Modern Foreign Language 
French 
  
Spanish 
  
Urdu 

Oral components between 7th March 2010 and 15th May 2010 
Thursday, 10th June 2010 
Monday, 14th June 2010 
Monday, 24th May 2010 
Thursday, 27th May 2010 
Monday, 17th May 2010 
Wednesday, 19th May 2010 

Music Integrated Assignment Wednesday, 5th May 2010 
Listening and Appraising Friday, 18th June 2010 

P.E. Friday, 21st May 2010 

R.E. Yr10/Yr11 Tuesday, 18th May 2010 
Yr11 Monday, 24th May 2010 

Science Yr10/Yr11 Thursday, 14th January 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Monday, 18th January 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 20th January 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 27th January 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 27th January 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Monday 1st February 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 21st May 2010 
Yr10/Yr11Wednesday, 26th May 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Friday, 28th May 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 9th June 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 16th June 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Friday, 18th June 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Tuesday, 22nd June 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Thursday, 24th June 2010 
Yr10/Yr11 Monday, 28th June 2010 

 



 

 

 

   

There's always something going on for families at Saltholme, from watching our 
amazing wildlife to trying our brilliant adventure play area. Why not join one of our 

family fun days for activities such as pond dipping and mini beast safaris.  
 

To find out more about our great events visit www.rspb.org.uk/saltholme' . 

Holiday Activities  in Our Area  

Wynyard Woodland Park 
Planetarium & Observatory 

 

Wonders of the Universe 
Friday 7 Aug 19:30 – 21:00 

Explore the stars of the night sky from all over the 
Earth in warmth and comfort. What are their 

names? Which constellations can be seen at this 
time of the year? Hear the legends behind them, 

written over 4,000 years ago. 
 

Secrets of the Sun 
Sunday 30 Aug 15:00 – 16:30 

Learn all about our local star and see live action on 
the sun, with its sunspots, giant magnetic storms as 

big as the Earth projected safely through to the 
planetarium from the nearby observatory and 

telescopes outside with specialised filters.  
Remember: never look at the sun with a telescope or 

binoculars. This can cause permanent blindness. 
 

Country Craft Day 
Sunday 19 Jul 11:00 – 16:00 

Fun and games for everyone at this annual event 
including traditional craft and gift stalls, 

demonstrations and live music. 
Meet: Outside the Station House Visitor Centre. 

 

Crafty Critters 
Tuesday 4 Aug 13:30 – 15:30 

Learn more about the interesting lives of the 
caterpillars and butterflies which you might find on 

an outing to the park. Then join us for a crafty 
afternoon making sculptures and models of these 

beautiful creatures using salt dough, clay and 
recycled paper.  Suitable for children aged 6-11. 
Meet: Outside the Station House Visitor Centre. 

 

Billingham International Folklore Festival  
1st ɀ 8th August 2009  

From small beginnings in 1965 when only Austria, Estonia 
and Hungary were represented, the Billingham 
International Folklore Festival is now regarded as one of the 
largest dance festivals of its type in the UK. 
 
Over the years, visitors to the festival have seen over 15,000 
of the best dancers and musicians from over 90 different 
countries strut their stuff!  And this year's event promises to 
be a real international knees-up, with a fantastic week of 
family fun when artists from Poland to Peru encourage the 
crowds to boogie in the streets of Billingham. 
 

www.billinghamfestival.co.uk  

FILM CLUB 
 

Dear filmmakers.... 
 

Future dates for Film Club! 
 

Due to summer holidays the workshop on the 8th 
August is cancelled. Instead we are going to do a full 
day film making activity during the summer holidays! 

 

Tuesday, 25th August - 10-3pm 
Please bring along a packed lunch! 

 
Next monthly Saturday film club sessions: 

Saturday, September 5th ï 10 -12 
Saturday, October 3rd ï 10 -12 

Saturday, November 1st ï 10 -12 
Saturday, December 5th ï10 -12 

 
The workshops will take place at Spark Arts Centre, 
(above Tees Valley Music Service on the site of Our 

Lady & St Bedes School) Bishopton Road West, 
Stockton TS19 0QH. 

 
Any queries please contact: 

Rachel Willis ï Arts Development Officer 
 

Tel: 01642 526466 
E-mail: rachel.willis@stockton.gov.uk 

 

https://schoolmail.stockton.gov.uk/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.rspb.org.uk/saltholme%27


 
 

 

Beat The Boredom This August  
Donõt be bored get involved!  

 

Fairfield Club  (45 Limbrick Avenue ) 
This summer Fairfield youth centre will be opening its doors to budding musicians and artists along with 

any aspiring footballers willing to take on the 1 on 1 football cage.  

            Come and sign up on Monday 3 rd  August 5pm - 8.30pm.  

Young people will be able to sign up for drumming and Guitar lessons, design community art work or 

design their own art work for  their room, along with access to the internet, pool and workshops.  

     LOADS TO DO, SO GET INVOLVED!  
 

Grangefield Youth and Community Centre  (on Oxbridge Lane) are running activities throughout August, 

including multi sports fun days, self defence class es, cricket teams, football, volleyball, graffiti club, a 

sponsored walk, BBQs, a dance group, youth club open sessions ð come along and see what you can get 

involved in ! 

 

Beat The Boredom  night @ Arc (date to be confirmed) ð DJ and MC workshops, Urban Ch aos street 

dance classes and thumping tunes all add up to a fantastic night out.  

 

All these events are open to everyone aged 11 and over, not just young people we know already, and you 

are  welcome to do as much or as little as you want to.  

 

Play Days   

August 5 th  @ Willows Centre / Tilery Primary School 11am -3pm. Fun and games for all ages but especially 

8-16 years. Serious fun and healthy lifestyles for everyone.  

August 12 th  @ Arlington Park 11amð3pm. Fun and games (including inflatables!)  

 
 

  
Stockton International Riverside 

Festival  
30 th  July ð 2 August 

 

Now in its 22nd year, Stockton's Riverside 

Festival is one of the largest open -air events in 

Europe.   It attracts an audience from all over 

the UK.   And best of all, it's free!  

 

This brilliant event is  set to be even bigger and 

better than ever before!   From mind -boggling 

acrobatics to the very best in music and dance, 

our spectacular community carnival and some 

weird and wonderful street theatre -  all make 

the Stockton International Riverside Festival 

one of the highlights on the North East event 

calendar.  
 

See www.sirf.co.uk  for further details  
 

Stockton Summer Show  
28 th  ð 31st August 

 

Four fantastic days of entertainment for all the 

family.   Everything from the thrills and spills of 

the circus to a rock show on horseback!  

 

All ready to whip the crowds into a frenzy is 

Rockin'  Horse Productions, with demonstrations 

of daredevil thrill - seeking horse - riding, all set 

to  head banging rock music.   And that's not all; 

there'll be loads of laughter  and gasps of 

amazement when the circus comes to  Stockton 

Summer Show.  

 

Now a traditional summer outing for people   

from across the Tees Vall ey and beyond.  
 

See www.stockton.gov.uk  for fu rther details  

http://www.sirf.co.uk/
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/


 

Connexions is a service for young people providing information, advice and guidance on a wide 
range of opportunities and issues. 
 
Is your child leaving school this year? Did you know that if they stay on in education or an 
approved training course that this can improve not only their qualifications but also the 
household income? 
 
Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) can give a young person up to £30 a week to stay in 
learning after they leave school. Depending on their progress and attendance, they can also 
earn bonuses.   EMA is paid on top of any other financial help the government gives you, so it 
won’t affect any household benefits that you may be claiming (like Income Support, Child 
Benefit or Working Tax Credit). 
 
Connexions have expertise in providing help and support with choosing the right career, course 
or training.    You can call in and see us at the One Stop Shop (next to Argos) or you can contact 
an adviser on 01642 677600. 
 
 

YEAR 7 STUDENTS VISIT THE FARM 

For 15 year Grangefield School  has been taking Year 7 students on 
their annual farm trips. The morning is spent along the river Tees 
looking at how land use along the river changes and how important 
the river is for the prosperity of the region.  We visited the Tees 
Barrage and went in the control room, and then onto the Transporter 
Bridge, MFC football club and the new Middlehaven Development site.  
 
Finally we went on to the Gare at Redcar to see the last integrated 
steel works at Redcar and the wide mouth of the river Tees. 
 
In the afternoon we went to the local farm to meet a real farmer and 
see a typical farming year.  Students and teachers saw lambs being 
born (Mrs Beadnall delivered one!) and enjoyed meeting the animals. 
We also looking at how the machinery works to provide us with our 
food and fuel. The farmers really enjoy showing Grangefield students 
around, it is a great day all round! 
 
Each day had fine weather and the students really enjoyed it.   
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Yet again our Year 11 students 

and staff were welcomed at 
Hardwick Hall Hotel, Sedgefield, 

for the annual leaversô prom.   
 

The Prom Committee had 
decided upon a óLas Vegasô 

theme and worked hard with 
staff, particularly Mrs Tindale, 

Miss Notman, Mr Calvert and Mr 
Arthur, to make this special 

evening so memorable for all 
those involved.  

 
The event, on Monday 6 th  July, 

was a hu ge success and we were 

extremely proud of our school 
leavers who emerged as young 

adults.  
 

The full picture gallery can be 
viewed on the school website, 

and there is a link to the official 
photographer for those wishing 
to order photographs.  

With just a week to go before the 40th Anniversary of the first Moon landing, 
the National Schools’ Observatory is running an exciting summer competition to 
celebrate one of mankind's greatest achievements. Young people are asked to 
submit their own piece of artwork or poetry relating to the lunar landing on the 
20th July 1969, and thanks to the generosity of Buckingham Covers, we are able 
to offer a rather special prize.  

The best poem or artwork will receive a limited-edition commemorative stamp 
sheet signed by the astronaut Edgar Mitchell, who is one of only 12 people to 
have walked on the surface of the Moon. Dr Mitchell was a member of the 
Apollo 14 crew that landed in the lunar module on 5th February 1971, and in 
total he spent over 9 hours walking on the surface. During the mission they 
collected around 50kg of lunar rock and conducted various surface experiments.  

The deadline for entries is the 4th September 2009, and can be made either 
electronically, by email, or by post. Full details can be found at 
www.schoolsobservatory.org.uk 

 

National 

Schoolsô 

Observatory

 

http://www.buckinghamcovers.com/
http://www.schoolsobservatory.org.uk/index.shtml


 

  

Enterprising Grangefield..... 
 

Once again Grangefield has paved the way in the pursuit of enterprising activities. In October 2008 we 
were given the opportunity to apply to Creative Partnerships for a chance to stage an event called Full on 
Futures 2009. 
 

Fifteen Year 9 students were thrilled to hear that they had secured this amazing opportunity, and set 
about organising the 2 day event which was to take place at the Arc on 12th and 13th March. Working to a 
budget of £7,600 for the 2 days, the students’ brief was to organise workshops for students of a similar 
age from other schools. The workshops had to be within the Arts sector, so our students contacted 
magicians, dance troops, poets, graffiti artists, cake decorators and bands, under the guidance of Peter 
Hirst (Kidology Ltd) and Jenni Owen (Arc). These artists were to be paid from the budget allocated so 
students had to manage the finances as well as all of the arrangements. Six schools took advantage of the 
2 day event and the workshops were greatly received; they demonstrated to young people the diversity of 
careers within the arts. 
 

Well done to: 
Rebecca Glass   Katie Shepherd  Emily Carr  Emily Tweddle 
Alan Slasor   Michael Bond   Bethany Scott  Charlie Brown 
Georgina Pattison  Tom Coulthard  Greg Auton  Philip Dale 
Elizabeth Johnson  Dean Ellis   Zade Baleci 
 

PRIZE GIVING 2009 
Our annual Prize Giving Evening took place on 8 July 2009, with almost 100 young people receiving awards 
for their achievements in school, on the sports field and beyond. We were fortunate to be joined by 
children’s author and screenwriter, Neil Arksey, who spent the day in school in workshops with our Year 6 
pupils and our prize winners before regaling the audience with tales of his inspiration for becoming an 
author and his experiences in Budapest.  
 
The evening was a great success and our thanks go to our various sponsors who continue to support our 
prize-giving each year.  Neil is pictured below with the Year 6 children and some of our prize winners; the full 
gallery of pictures may be viewed on the school website. 

 



  

We were delighted to welcome Y5T from Oxbridge Lane Primary School to work with 
Mr Wilkinson and our Year 9 students, making musical instruments in our Technology 
area. The children were able to use hand and power tools to shape their raw 
materials and bring their personal designs for an instrument to life. Timber and 
plastic were transformed into drums and maracas decorated in an underwater 
theme. Well done Year 5 ! 

Youth Politique 
 

Mr Jorgensen and Mrs Beadnall took fourteen school councillors from Years 9 to 11 to an event aimed at young 
people interested in politics.  They met with students from other schools and worked with them in groups to 
examine issues affecting young people in the north east today. They did a ‘dragons den’ style presentation 
where they aired an issue/product that they think young people wanted heard. These ranged from drug misuse 
to ipod docking toys. They met a Sunderland MP and they decided an issue to be raised in Parliament. 
 

A DVD of their visit can be seen on the school website. 
 

OXBRIDGE LANE PRIMARY SCHOOL TECHNOLOGY PROJECT 

“The Grangefield tools 
were really helpful with 
the making of our 
instruments. The jigsaw 
was really powerful and 
it made me shake !” 

Jessica Eddy 

“I enjoyed using the terrific tools at Grangefield 
and the Year 9’s help. The bandsander was a 
wonderful help when you needed the corners 
curving. Thank you to Mr Wilkinson.” 

Rhys Noble 

“I am very thankful to Mr 
Wilkinson and the Year 9’s who 
gave up there time to help us.” 

Sam Turnbull 

“I had a great time at Grangefield using all of 
the fantastic tools. It was really easy to do 
because the Year 9s helped us” 

Ellie McHale 

“I had a great time at Grangefield when I was making my instrument. 
When I used the jigsaw I was a bit scared but I did it eventually” 

Becky Smith 

“It was a great experience for us to use such 
terrific tools. It was awfully kind of Mr Wilkinson 
to give up his time to work with us.” 

Amy Darton 



  

YOUNG CHAMBER BIG IDEAS 
Six of our newly appointed Enterprise Warriors, the students 
who make up our Young Chamber, joined forces with Young 
chamber representatives from Thornhill School (Sunderland) 
and Ferryhill School (Durham), in a fun-filled day at the Big 
Ideas Centre, Sunderland. 
 
The morning session focussed on developing creativity and 
thinking in different ways to develop new ideas, followed by an 
afternoon session looking at the rapid developments in 
technology and the latest technological wonders such as 
Second Life and digital paper. Our young people were 
challenged in their approach to solving problems and finding 
creative and innovative solutions. 
 
The day ended with a ride on a Segway and a goody-bag to 
bring home, and a promise to enter the Big Ideas Youth 
Challenge next year. Well done to Stacey Dodd, Fatima Din, 
Chelsea Pinkney, Rebecca Demoily, Ben Munroe and Philip Dale 
who were all a great credit to themselves and to school. 
 
 

Teesside City Learning Centre  

Oxbridge Avenue  
 

Summer Course in Digital SLR Photography  
Grangefield School  Monday 27 th  to Wednesday 29 th  July  

 
Are you a Year 9 student studying Art/ Media Studies, or do you have an interest in photography as a 

career? If so then this may be for you ð a 3 day  Digital SLR Photography course with local 

photographer Dave Hudspeth, covering:  

¶ Digital photography concep ts  

¶ Basic camera skills  

¶ Composition  

¶ Lenses  

¶ Exposure Modes and Exposure  

¶ Focusing  

¶ Common pitfalls  

¶ Basic Image Processing  

¶ Displaying /printing images  

On day two  of the course you will visit the Tees Barrage in order to take photographs for the òTake 

to  the Teesó competition.  Only 10 places available per course, so please book now in order to secure 

your place! Telephone the CLC on 01642 660570 or call in.  
 



 

  

During the past half term staff and students have enjoyed a weekly samba 
drumming session at Breakfast Club, led by instructor Martyn Cresswell. 
These sessions have proved hugely popular, with many students returning 
each week to try their hand at learning new rhythms in a fun and informal 
way, a great way to start the day. 
 
September will bring a new Breakfast Club menu plus a range of activities 
which will include short courses such as  drumming and tai chi, as well as 
regular activities including Wii games, board games and morning reading 
material. 

Extended services stakeholder workshop 

University of Teesside Certificates in Information Technology 
 
From September 2009 the following courses are offered at the Teesside City Learning Centre: 
 

• Creating Websites using HTML   • Database Applications 
• Desktop Publishing     • Dreamweaver Project 
• Introduction to Digital Imaging 1   • Introduction to Mathematics 
• Introduction to Digital Imaging 2   • Mathematics in Use 
• Introduction to Information Technology  • Introduction to Spreadsheets 
• Multimedia 1     • Spreadsheet Applications 
• Multimedia 2     • Web Authoring 
• Multimedia 3     • Word Processing and Document Production 
 

Fee exemption will apply for students receiving benefits, other students will be charged £15 per 10 week 
module. Please contact Maria Kingham on 01642 660570 or email maria@teessideclc.org.uk for more 

information. 
 

On 11th June we held our first Extended Services stakeholder 
workshop. Students, staff, governors and local authority 
representatives came together to discuss what we understand 
about Extended Services and to consider what as a school we 
currently offer to our community, before thinking about what 
we would like to provide in the future. This was a fun and 
informal session which resulted in some great ideas for the 
way ahead; planning is now underway for the new school 
year.  
 
This group will continue to plan and monitor activities, and 
ww would particularly welcome the input of parents. If you 
would like to join us please contact Caroline McHale, Director 
of Community Services, at school. 

 

IN BRIEF.......  

mailto:maria@teessideclc.org.uk


 

Students from Yr 10 who are currently part of a STEPS Apprenticeship in Health & Social Care 

attended an awards evening recently.  The awards ceremony was held at the Marton Hotel and 

Country Club and pupils from several schools across the Tees Valley attended.  

 

Six students from Grangefield have almost completed the first year of their apprenticeship.  Four 

of the girls attended the evening and were delighted when they each received recognition for their 

efforts.  Julie Badger and Kimberley Watson were presented with a Certificate of Participation.  

Marie Hunt was awarded a Certificate of Distinction and a trophy for her consistent good effort in 

all areas of the course.  Laura Fenny was one of the five finalists for Student of the Year Award 

and received a órunner ïupô certificate and trophy. 

 

After the presentation of awards, the girls were then able to relax and enjoy the buffet and 

entertainment and dancing.  Well done girls and best of luck with your final year. 

 

YEAR 10 APPRENTICES RECEIVE AWARDS 
 

EXAMINATIONS 
Preparation for Success 

 

As we move towards increasing numbers of public 
examinations, parents are reminded that students 

should be in full uniform for all exams, and be 
equipped with the following: 

Black pen 
Pencil 
Ruler 

Rubber 
Calculator 

All kept in a clear pencil case. 
No correction fluid, gel pens, mobile phones or 

mp3 players are allowed in exams. 
 

The published appeals procedure relating to 
internal assessments is also available. Please 

contact Mr Ramsey for further details. 

 

 

Newham Grange Park Project 2009 
  
    
 Mrs Fox is working closely with Stockton's 
Arts Officer, Rachel Willis, on a project for an 
entrance feature to Newham Grange Park. 
  
Our Year 10 BTEC Certificate Art group will be 
working on this project. The students will be 
working alongside Artist and Sculptor David 
Stephenson where he will be in school 
presenting 3 workshops on consecutive 
Thursdays, 2nd July, 9th July and 16th July.  
 
These workshops will provide an opportunity 
for the students to prepare designs and ideas 
for the entrance feature to Newham Grange 
Park. This work will form part of the BTEC 
course and will be incorporated into the 
studentsô portfolio. 
  

David Stephenson will make the final design 
into a large final sculpture with a proposed 
installation date of early September. 
 

In our next edition of the Oak Tree News.... 

...parentsô survey results... engineering success... promoting 

language learning... Lanehead visit... World Challenge...  and 

much more. 

If you would like any further information about the activities and events 

reported please contact Caroline McHale, Director of Community Services on 
01642353637 or caroline.mchale@stockton.gov.uk 


