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YEAR 9 STEM DAY
Building wind turbines with the Fairpiece Trus




Message from the Headteacher

Last year was a successful one for Grangefield School in many ways and the summer saw
further success for our students. The examination results were our best ever with 74%
of our students gaining at least five higher grades at GCSE. In almost all areas there
were improvements on the previous year and we expect current year 11 students to
achieve even more.

During the summer we have seen some improvements to the school site. The new fence
ensures that the site is secure during the day and at night. We have moved all parking
and vehicles out of the areas used by students, providing more play space and allowing
us to provide some picnic benches. We shall be working with the school council to
further improve the facilities for young people on the site during the year.

Grangefield is now part of the international Confucius Classroom programme, one of only
35 schools in England to be recognised in this way. We shall be receiving funds to offer
all students experience of different languages and provide wider understanding of cul-
tures around the world. In the last year students have had contact with schools in

Europe, the Middle East and China; these opportunities will be further extended in the
coming months.

Students have begun this year very well. | have been very pleased by the confident start
made by year 7 students. They have settled well into the school and already shown their
tremendous potential. Their rugby team has already won the Yarm 10 -a-side competition,
defeating Yarm School 250 in the final. | am sure we shall see further successes and
achievement from them this year in all their activities. Year 10 have started their new
timetables and | have been pleased to visit the exciting work in several areas including
the new diploma courses.
David Litchfield

Edinburgh GFS Printzone

There are still a small number of places left
on our ever-popular community trip to

i |
Edinburgh on Saturday 13 November. Ideal for Christmas !

Got a favourite picture of your
family, places or pets ?

We will leave school at 7.30am and return
at about 9.00pm, giving you about 7 hours
to take in all that Edinburgh has to offer.

Children must be accompanied by an adult. ) )
Have your own picture prlnted

Places are £14.00 each; and this year,
through the Can Do Fund, we are able to
reduce places to £7.00 for families bringing
along a child who is entitled to free school
meals.

Contact the school office for details.

onto canvas and framed from
as little as £25.

For further details:

www.grangefieldschool.co.uk/gfsprintzone




Cycles Galore !

The Butterwick Hospice was adopted by school as their charity of the year for 2009-10,
and fundraising activities concentrated on raising as much money as possible for this char-
ity. A range of Christmas activities raised a total of £395.28, with an Easter Hamper raffle
and a toy sale raising a further total of £137.50. However, our biggest event of the year

was to follow in May.

Ellis Eddy, now in Year 9, had completed a cycle ride from
John OO6Groats to Lands End, w
other family and friends, to raise funds for Butterwick

Hospice in memory of her Mum. Ellis is one of the young-

est people to complete this challenge, covering 1032 miles

in 15 days. It was decided to show our support for her
efforts by completing our own
cycle ride within the school grounds.

On 14™ May, a course was marked out around the perimeter of the grounds using barriers
supplied by the Local Authority. Biddick School Sports College generously loaned us 14
mountain bikes and Northumbrian Water Authority supplied free bottled tap water for the
event. At 9.15 am our first cohort of cyclists gathered to watch the Mayor of Stockton, Mr.
Colin Leckonby signal the start the event.

Sixty-five students and staff took turns to cycle the
route, joined in the afternoon by the Mayor himself.
We were also joined by Phil Eddy, Bea, the Butterwick
Mascot and Tracy Bowstead of the Butterwick Hospice.

A total sum of £ 1682.61 was raised in sponsorship &
from the event, with a further £1000 added by the PE
Faculty from fundraising events of their own over the
year. This brought the total donated to the Butterwick Hospice in 2009/2010, to £ 3315.39.

Language Olympics

Students rose to the challenge set by our Languages Faculty and threw themselves into the
international Language Olympics. Using the internet to compete against students from
across the world, we were one of 125 schools to take part earlier this month. Our young
people spent 911 hours answering 314,613 of questions in French, Spanish, German, Urdu,
Greek, lItalian, Indonesian, Russian, Japanese, Maori, Chinese and Latin to take us to over-
all 24th place.

A special mention goes to our Year 8 students currently studying Latin after school at lan
Ramsey School and also to Gabrielle Oxley who singlehandedly scored more than 3000
points and earned a gold medal from the competition organisers.

Further information can be found on our languages blog at:

http://grangefieldlanguages.typepad.com
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Generation Einsteln

James Lamb, Stephen Oliver, Matthew Wilson,
Danny Smith , Amie Buckle, Stacey Mills,
Sasha Jackson were involved in a Science
Busking Event held at Kings Manor School
earlier this year. Science Busking is a relatively
new concept of mixing Science Experiments
with Drama and coming up with a way of

~ showing science in a fun and exciting way.

In a collaboration between Science and
Drama, Miss McCartney and Mr Turnbull
worked with the team to develop the experiments, dramatic concepts and
scripts, and the students put together a whole 10 minute show, incorporating

James Bond, Britainds Got Tal ent and a
explosions, tricks with electricity, the use of a lot of fake snow and an optical
illusion.

There were about 20 other schools that took part in the event, all showing their
different Science experiments in a unique way. We were delighted that
Grangefield School won over all and claimed the top prize, a voucher for each
student and a camcorder for the school. Well done everyone !

Year 6 Technology Days

We were delighted to host Technology Days for
Year 6 students from Oak Tree, Whitehouse and
Fairfield Primary Schools. The children enjoyed &
fun-packed day, working in the DT workshops to
design and create a range of wooden items. These
included bird tables and seed planters which will
be a feature of our wildlife garden, and will be
set out and planted up by the same children in the
Spring.

During the afternoon the children were introduced
to their primary school space on Fronter, our
virtual learning environment, and were tasked with
designing a |l ogo for th
organised as a competition, with the winners
unveiled at our recent Open Evening.

TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE NEWS

spac

find out more about life at Grangefield School and
allay any worries they may have ahead of next
September

TECHNOLOGY
COLLEGES




Pink Lightning Strikes Again

Pink Lightning really did strike again when Grangefield Young Engineers
Club won one of the events held at the recent National Finals of the BAA
Challenge.

Following on from last years success, two Grangefield teams were
selected by the judges to display their design ideas at Gatwick Airport.

. +The teams were The Thunderous Two (Craig Dawson and Dylan
Thwaites), and Pink Lightning Strikes Again (Rebecca Mooney, Emma
Lowry, Rebecca Greig and also helped by Anna Ford). These two teams
are evolutions of teams that were started in Oak Tree and Fairfield

Primary schools.

They put together a design folder for a model of a racing baggage truck
that could be raced against other schools. It had to tow three trailers, as
fast as possible, without spilling any model luggage. The design work
impressed the judges so much that they won a place at the Gatwick
National Finals where they would have to build and race the model that
they designed.

Race day was one of mixed fortunes. The Thunderous Two won both

their races, but werendét quite quick
Pink Lightning Strikes Again burnt out their wiring and switches on the
2 start line,.

During the day, the event organisers put on a range of engineering
activities and competitions. This is where the girls of Pink Lightning
Strikes Again did very well indeed, excelling in a competition that called
for first class teamwork and communication skills, as well as high level
engineering ability. As winners of that event, the girls won a trophy, as
g well as a cheque to go towards funding future Young Engineers projects.

The Grangefield Worm Experimenters

Sam Boyd Liam Hamilton Vicky Oliver Hannah Tetlow

A team of four students decided to take part in an experiment WGrangeﬁeld Schoowl"
looking at what colour you would not want to be if you were a ASpec*ﬁ'st Technolge College
worm! =l T M- SERE

They spent time colouring spaghetti to look like different coloured e
worms and cut them into the same size lengths. They put out a
measured amount every day and counted how many of each col-
oured worm had been eaten. They then put all of this information into a film and added

some funky music to enter a national competi-t
Al t hough we didndot win the main prize the st
creatures to do another experiment this term.
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A new website for
Geography and Humanities!

Welcome to Geography at Grangefield School.

Home  Department TV and Film Contact Us Geoy

Home

Welcome to Grangefield School’s Geography website. Please use the tabs at the top of the
page to navigate through this site.

& ClustrMaps™ 5
Click to see

The site iz designed to support the teaching of the new Geography Curriculum from
September 2010 onwards. Students study Integrated Humanities in Year 7 and separate
Geography in Year 8 and 9. All GCSE Geography students follow the WJEC Geography

ol

n

Archiva

After being inspired by Mrs Roebés Grangefield
creating a website to support the teaching of Humanities in Year 7 and Geography in
Years 8to 11. The site is hosted at

www.afshums.wordpress.com

and contains information and resources to help your child achieve their potential in these
subject areas.

The site includes lots of useful information, such as lesson summaries, downloadable
resources and activities, homework information and, for students in Key Stage Four,
essenti al examination preparation material s.
Newsdé Bl og and a section on interesting webca

It means students and parents can access lesson materials outside the classroom, no
more catching up if you are poorly i simply download the lesson materials and you can
stay informed! There is also advice for paren

The site is new and is under development, and Mrs Beadnall would welcome your
feedback and suggestions. If you have any comments about the site please contact by

A

her by email via the 6Contactd page.

Remember, students can also access a wealth of resources on our learning platform
at:

www.fronter.com/grangefield



http://www.gfshums.wordpress.com

Year 9 STEM Day

We were delighted to be offered a whole day of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) activities in partnership with the Fairpiece Trust.

Fifty of our Year 9 students were invited to take part in an event in school, learning all
about wind turbines. Working in teams, the students designed, built and tested their
wind turbines, giving a presentation to staff and fellow students about their work. We
hope that this event has encouraged these young people to consider Engineering as a
career option in future.

RIBA Student Day

The RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) Students Day was based around an
introduction to architecture and the build environment, and how we examine buildings

and spaces. Students were given a short introductory lecture about places and spaces

and were then worked i n groups to research
structure. Our two Grangefield groups had to research and give a presentation for The
Great North Museum or Newcastleds Library.

Once the research information had been gathered students went into Newcastle in their
teams to their given building. Students were asked to take photographs of the building to
highlight its beauty, strength and function, exploring the buildings both inside and out to
get the perfect photograph before returning to the university to finish their presentation.
Along with each presentation students were asked to submit one photograph to be
entered into the RIBA North East Photographer of the year.

As ever, our students were fantastic ambassadors for the school, working as a team
throughout the day and giving flawless presentations to a team of RIBA architects and

photographers. We are very proud of Jack Goodwill who was named as RIBA Northeast
Young Photographer, winning a digital camera for the schools Art Department.

Well done to:

Sophie BuburPuplett Charlie Brown Jade Cloney Lizzie Dawson
John Dixon Jack Goodwill Matthew Gunn Elizabeth Johnston
Vikki Lindsley Connor Lunn Philip Rowe Ben Willoughby

Matthew Wilson



Team Sports @ Grangefield

We have a boysdé football team in each
term include:

1 Year 7 Football beat Thornaby Academy 83

T Year 8 Football beat North Shaw Academy 51, lost to Northfield School 2-5

1 Year 9 Football lost to Our Lady St Bede School G1 and to Conyers School 81
1 Year 10 Football beat St Patricks School 100, beat lan Ramsey School 7-0

1 Year 11 Football beat Egglescliffe School 91, St Patricks School 30 and Our

Lady St Bede School 64

Our Under 14 Girls football are developing well, narrowly losing to lan Ramsey
School 0-1 and Northfield School 0-2.

In netball our Year 9 team lost 0 -20 to Teeside High School and in a tournament
won 1 game and lost 3, whilst the Year 11 team won against lan Ramsey by 8 -3.

Inter -tutor competitions continue three days each week. In Year 9 the winners
of the football competition were 9JPD, with runners -up 9CMC and 9HM.

SPORTS LOCKER

Well done everyone !

Year 7 Rugby

Our Year 7 Rugby team has gone from
strength to strength since the start of term,

winning against lan Ramsey 50-0, losing
the County Cup to St Hilds School of
Hartlepool by 20-15, but going on to win
the Yarm Rugby Club Stockton District
Rugby Competition, beating Egglescliffe 15
0, Egglescliffe B 250 and Yarm School in
the Final 25-0

Holiday Fun

School was a riot of activity for the first three weeks of the Summer break, with children
from across the area taking part in a range of activities. Working with Total Sport, our
Extended Services cluster (involving local secondary and primary schools) used Can Do
funding to offer affordable sports, drama and dance workshops to 80 children aged 6 to
12 each day. Each week culminated in a grand performance, enjoyed by parents and
children alike.

We also subsidised a range of activities off-site for our older students, including swim-
ming and gym sessions at Splash and a host of water-based activities such as canoeing,
bellboating and raft-building at Castlegate Quay.

This was such as success that similar sessions are being held in the October holidays too.
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