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Students from

Number 25 School

New opportunities
Every new school year brings new opportunities and it has been pleasing to see our students and sta
involved in so many different activities. We also welcomed back seven of our teachers who had visite:
our partner school in China to teacher at their summer school.

Year 10 students have made a very positive start to their option subjects. They are enjoying the variet
of work and making good progress. Year 9 are developing the skills they will need when we start son
GCSE courses next tegmve have taken the changes to national testing as an opportunity to start key
subjects earlier and give more choice for the future.

For Year 11, there are already the challenges of examinations. This year students are taking GC
English examinations early so revision is underway for the exams in November. This opportunity wi
give them a flying start to this important year and many of them will have several qualifications secure
well before the main exam period in May and June.

On our recent tutorial morning, | had the pleasure of visiting the year 8 Enterprise programme. | was
very encouraged by the enthusiasm and hard work and | am certain that this has added to theil
understanding of problem solving and team working.

In year 7, our English and Humanities faculties are working together oroedowated programme that
is designed to improve learning skills and accelerate progress. My visits to classrooms have been ve
enjoyable and | have seen some excellent work from our young people.

In addition, the new virtual learning environment is developing well. Already we have students using i
to collaborate with young people in the Czech Republic, to develop their knowledge of employment
requirements and to produce and hasid work in ICT. Many subjects have developed new resources
and | am sure that the use of the system will add a great deal to the

learning opportunities for our students. David Litchfield



Thunderous Three i Oak Tree Lugari Blue Waves - St Marks Fattii 6s -8tMarksh ¢

Si;(teen teams of Year 6 students from local At the end of a very competitive event, the
rimary schools entered this years BAA organisers presented a range of prizes, and the
Challenge 8 a competition where students teams were delighted to come away with two of
needed to design a racing baggage truck. them.

Five of the teams were very successful two
teams from St Marks, two teams from Fairfield
and one team from The Oak Tree. They were all
invited to show off their designs to senior staff
at the competition final at Gatwick Airport. The
teams were asked to present their design
ideas, as well as compete in a series of drag
races.

As well as the drag races, other activities and
competitions were held. There were displays of
airport security, fire fighting equipment and

airport engineering. Baggage Babes - Fairfield

The event is going to be held
again this year, and the
revised regulations for 2010
should be available by
November. Taking everything
that was learned in July, the
teams could well be in a good
position to do well again this
year if they want to enter

Pink Lightning - Fairfield again!




Year 11 Work Experience

September proved to be a busy antTeesside to Punky Pins Jewellerrelating to other adults and also
exciting time for our Year 11 Designers. Having almost 27(gaining a better appreciation of
students as Monday 21st was thestudents in Year 11 it was sometime: working life. The feedback from the
start of their work experience week. difficult to get everyone's first students has been really positive and
Students were asked to fill in a Worl choice, especially in the currentl would like to thank all the year
Experience form back in Decembe financial climate. However, most elevens who took time to write a
2008 stating their three preferred students got their first choice of thank you letter to their placement
placement choices. We pride placement, whilst others got their contact. It is greatly appreciated by
ourselves on finding some of the bes second. Students benefit from their the companies that volunteer to host
placements in Teesside and have placements in many different ways; our young people.

wide range to offer, from Audi developing their self confidence,

Achievement Ties

People will have seen over recent  Clearly, this still left a number of
weeks that a large number of Year 1: students disappointed as they did

students seem to be wearing a branc not receive a tie, but with the year Congratulations

new school tie. This is an 11 interims about to be published,
Achievement tie, and thisisthe third & ¢St f & GKS &SI NJ Y 1\ D/ {9Qa
year running in which we have coming up soon in November , there

awarded these to Year 11 students. will be further opportunities for
The intention is to reward those these students to improve their

students who are on target to fulfill current grades so that they can

their potential in the final exams and receive a tie.

at the same time give them a boost tt We as a school have been delightqd
their confidence. This year itwas  with how enthusiastically the CHRISTMAS

more difficult than ever to achieve an students have taken to wearing thq CAROL S E RVI C
1l

achievement tieg students had to be new tie, and how keen they are to
working to at least their target grade be rewarded for all their hard work
in at least 5 GCSE subjects if they we¢ We in turn hope that this gives the]|  Our annual Christmas
to be rewarded with a tie. We lookec students the necessary boost so that  Carol Service will take
at the data from the year 10 exams, we can all get what we want in the LI | (") é . l]

and altogether an impressive 185  summer¢ a fantastic set of exam
students were given a tie. results for every member of year 1§.
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Grangefield Teachers Visit China

This summer seven Grangefield we were invited to visit our School. The Chinese teachers
teachers got the fantastic partner school, Number 25 High were keen to learn from our
opportunity to teach Englishin  School in Shijiazhuang, the capitateaching methods and styles. The
Hebei, the province that of Hebei Province, who opened students were able to improve

surrounds Beijing, in China. The especially to receive us. The Heatheir spoken English in a variety of
aGdzZRSy G aQ | 3345 Mhdg s Sary welddBeranccwas fun and engaging ways such as
years old. The group comprised gbroud to show us his beautiful playing English games, rojglays
Miss Lindley from Languages; Mrsschool and introduce the group to and learning English songs. At the
Hall from English; Miss Lodge fromsome of the 3000 students who geend of the Summer School all the
Science;  Mr Calvert from DT; there. Then the work began. 5 students, with guidance from their
Mrs Beadnall from Geography; Mrmembers of the group taught English teachers, put on a

Arthur from History and myself  primary children of various ages imperformance. It was a fantastic
Miss Gill from RE. We set off on Shijiazhuang, including some of climax to an intense few weeks

the last day of term for the trip of the students who would be and a wonderful way to celebrate
a life time. Landing in Beijing, we feeding into our partner school. G KS a i dzRSydaQ I OK
were taken to see some of the progress.

most famous landmarks China hasyself and Mr Arthur taught

to offer, including the Forbidden secondary school students from alllt was a truly unforgettable

City, TienAn Min Square, the over the Hebei province who experience for all involved, one
.ANRQ&A& bSaid ht e wvadlled toRinftuahgddpyon the/ Bhat enabled us to develop our
we were even put through our  coast, especially to participate in relationship with the teachers and
pacePs trekking up part of the  the Summer School. This includedtudents from our partner school
Great Wall of China in 40 degree a large number of students from as well as providing us with

heat! We were shown great our partner school in incredible memories that will last
hospitality by our Chinese hosts Shijiazhuang . a life time. We will look forward
and as a result lasting friendships to further encounters with

have been forged. We worked closely with a number Number 25 School, Shijiazhuang,

of Chinese teachers, some of Hebei Province, China.
Once the sightseeing was done, whom were from Number 25
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picture . This was one of the categories in the competition
GKAOK ¢l a 2NBIFIYyA&aSR 02 O0Sft &
Tees Festival in August 2009.

The work was judged by the mayor, Clir Paul Kidoas,
Cornish, internationally renowned photographer, and Doug
Moody, Gazette Chief Photographer.

Teesside CLC @ Grangefield ran a series of three day photog-
raphy workshops during the summer holidays, one day
involved learning to use an SLR camera, one day involved tak-
ing a trip to the River Tees in order to practice camera skills
acquired and the final day involved using photoshop to
improve and print the images produced. Manager, Maria
YAY3IAKFEY &FAR GKFG aL FY GKNRC
who won the competition. It was obvious when we submitted
the entries that Zade Baleci had talent and we hope that she
O2ylGAydzSa oAGK KSNI AyGdSNBad A

Well done Zade !

New Languages Blog Welcome to New Staff

Miss Louise Bunton

We are delighted that our Languages Facult Assistant Headteacher - Teaching and Learning

have introduced a new webased blog so that
students and their parents can access language
learning at any time. The site is crammed wit
language learning resources as well as
information about class work and homework

Mr Andy Carr
Assistant Headteacher - Inclusion and Support

Ms Helen Kennedy
Head of Technology

There is also lots of student work on display, ahd Head of MMJS Ella:ine _RO‘T_
the interactive map keeps a track of people ead of Modern roreigh Languages
across the world viewing our work.

Miss Lesley Rowlandson
2nd in Mathematics

The new blog can be accessed at:
Mrs Eileen Cooper
www.grangefieldlanguages.typepad.com/ Mathematics

Ms Terry Keegan
Physical Education
Please contact Mr E Roe for further informatiof. Miss Kendra Taylor

Curriculum Support Officer

Miss Hannah Walter
Curriculum Support Officer




THE PARENT SUPPORT ADVISOR (PSA) ROLE
AN OVERVIEW

The role of PSA is wide and varied, but centres upon the following five areas:

1. Develop and maintain effective partnership working with parents.

2. Support parents and respond to their needs in
and development.

3.  Support parents and respond to their needs in sustaining and developing their par-
enting skills.

4.  Provide accessible information, explanation, guidance and signposting.

5. Develop and maintain professional competence and ethical practice.

This may take many forms of activity, including:

1 Working with parents to identify and overcome barriers to learning,

1 Working with parents in developing effective techniques to support children with

learning,

Supporting parents and their children through key transition phases,

Establishing effective diaslogue between parents and school staff,

Providing access to parenting programmes,

Wor king with parents to identify, wunderstand

Enabling parents to develop ways of handling relationships and behaviour to help

positively with everyday life with children,

Working with parents to help them identify and meet their own needs,

Providing information and explanation relating to the needs of parents, and

1 Working with an extended range of agencies in providing information, support and
learning opportunities for parents.

=A =4 =4 -4 A
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We are delighted that funding has been secured across Stockton for this very important
role in schools, and hope that many of you will benefit from the services available.

PARENTSO0 FORUM

delighted that our Parentsdé Forum

Further information about the role and activities of the Forum is available on the
dedicated area of the school website. Forum representatives can be contacted via the
website and may also be emailed at parents.forum@grangefield.stockton.sch.uk

All parents are welcome to attend the next meeting:
Tuesday 17 November 2009 6.00pm
Stockton Cricket Club

Come along and share your views !




Dear Parent/Carer

As you may or may not be aware, my name is Mark Thomas and | am the new Parent
Support Advisor (PSA) for Grangefield School and Oxbridge Lane Primary School. |
am delighted to have been appointed to this post and look forward to working with you
all in the forthcoming year.

Before | briefly explain the role of PSA
career to date has led me to some very interesting and rewarding experiences with
people from all walks of life. | have previously been employed as a Professional
Soldier, Insurance Trainer, Family Mentor, Crime Prevention Project Worker,
Community Outreach Worker, Youth Worker and Part Time College Lecturer. Outside

of work, | enjoy watching Middlesbrough football club, walking my 2 Labradors and
looking after my young baby boy.

In terms of the PSA role, it is a new role with Stockton Borough Council and all
schools will eventually have a PSA. My main aim is to provide you with the
appropriate information, advice and support on a number of issues that may affect you
and your childrenbés lives. This could be

offer to you, to having chats about the progress on your child, to providing information
regarding lifelong learning opportunities.

| would really welcome your thoughts on how you think | should develop my work with
children and families of Grangefield School and Oxbridge Lane Primary School. So if
you want to share any ideas or if you simply want to chat to someone then please pop
along to my weekly drop in session at Grangefield School every Thursdays from
2.10pm to 3.10pm.

Alternatively, feel free to contact me anytime on the details provided below.
Yours faithfully

Mark Thomas

Parent Support Adviser

01642 660530

07702122164
mark.thomas@stockton.gov.uk



mailto:mark.thomas@stockton.gov.uk
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CHI LDRENOS BOOK WE
5n 11 October 2009

Working with an lllustrator

&

2SS OStSOoONIUGUSR / KAfRNByQa
range of activities, events and competitions, aimed
at celebrating the wonderful world of books. We
also launched a new afteschool Reading Club for
students interested in books and reading.

We would like to say a big thank you to the staff
who contributed to activities, both as storytellers
and by providing pictures of themselves as
youngsters for one of the competitions, and an even
bigger thank you to the students who came along
and made it a very successful week.

IIing‘Sessions -

Come and join our new Reading Club

Every Monday at 3.15pm




Morocco

In July Grangefield School went on a World Challenge expedition to
Morocco, Four Year 10 students, eight Year 11s and 3 adults set off
from Grangefield School on Saturday 29 ™ June at 8:30am. When
we all got to school, on the Saturday morning, we were very nervous
about what was going to happen during the expedition. We talked
with Mr Stenhouse about equipment and he checked all of our bags
to see what we had brought, we filled out an insurance document,
and after we had got the go ahead by Mr Stenhouse we put all of
our bags in the back of the minibus. We said our goodbyes to our
parents and then headed off to Manchester airport to catch our
connecting flight to Marrakesh from London.

When we arrived in Marrakesh we were all stunned by how hot it was !
We collected our bags from the luggage department in the airport and
then got on our bus, which had been arranged for us by World
Challenge, and then we went to bed as it was about 23 degrees
Celsius, to keep hydrated for the night.

The next day, we got up about 6:00am (Moroccan time) and we
all got up and had a shower, as it would be the only one we
would have until we got back to the hostel in 7 days, and then

we all got ready and had pancakes for breakfast, after we were
all filled up we got on the minibus and we started our great
adventureé.

There were many good points throughout the time we
were in Morocco.

- Learning skills

- Learning about different environments and cultures
- Weather (sunny and hot every day)
- Good guides (chef, guide etc)

- Meeting new people

- Being a team and using teamwork
- Building selfconfidence

- Good experience

- Looks good on your CV

- Weight loss/fitness

- Variety of food substances

- Scenery

- All round fun and enjoyable

But they were mainly things to look back on and laugh
about it. | can safely say on behalf of all the challengers
and the adults, we would definitely do another World
Challenge and | hope someday others will want to join u
and share the same experiences we have enjoyed.




What 6s on eéeéeé
Out and about during half term

Call 0300 1233434 for information

Visit our School Website Edinburgh Tip

www.grangefield.stockton.sch.uk . . .
Due to the success in previous years, this year we

will be running our annual trip to Edinburgh for staff,
students and their families. It will be on Saturday,
7th November 2009 and the cost of the ticket is
A13.00. I f you would I
this fun day out please contact Mrs Pierce at school
on 01642 353637.




