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Students from

Number 25 School

New opportunities
Every new school year brings new opportunities and it has been pleasing to see our students and sta
involved in so many different activities. We also welcomed back seven of our teachers who had visite:
our partner school in China to teacher at their summer school.

Year 10 students have made a very positive start to their option subjects. They are enjoying the variet
of work and making good progress. Year 9 are developing the skills they will need when we start son
GCSE courses next tegmve have taken the changes to national testing as an opportunity to start key
subjects earlier and give more choice for the future.

For Year 11, there are already the challenges of examinations. This year students are taking GC
English examinations early so revision is underway for the exams in November. This opportunity wi
give them a flying start to this important year and many of them will have several qualifications secure
well before the main exam period in May and June.

On our recent tutorial morning, | had the pleasure of visiting the year 8 Enterprise programme. | was
very encouraged by the enthusiasm and hard work and | am certain that this has added to theil
understanding of problem solving and team working.

In year 7, our English and Humanities faculties are working together oroedowated programme that
is designed to improve learning skills and accelerate progress. My visits to classrooms have been ve
enjoyable and | have seen some excellent work from our young people.

In addition, the new virtual learning environment is developing well. Already we have students using i
to collaborate with young people in the Czech Republic, to develop their knowledge of employment
requirements and to produce and hasid work in ICT. Many subjects have developed new resources
and | am sure that the use of the system will add a great deal to the

learning opportunities for our students. David Litchfield



Thunderous Three i Oak Tree Lugari Blue Waves - St Marks Fattii 6s -8tMarksh ¢

Si;(teen teams of Year 6 students from local At the end of a very competitive event, the
rimary schools entered this years BAA organisers presented a range of prizes, and the
Challenge 8 a competition where students teams were delighted to come away with two of
needed to design a racing baggage truck. them.

Five of the teams were very successful two
teams from St Marks, two teams from Fairfield
and one team from The Oak Tree. They were all
invited to show off their designs to senior staff
at the competition final at Gatwick Airport. The
teams were asked to present their design
ideas, as well as compete in a series of drag
races.

As well as the drag races, other activities and
competitions were held. There were displays of
airport security, fire fighting equipment and

airport engineering. Baggage Babes - Fairfield

The event is going to be held
again this year, and the
revised regulations for 2010
should be available by
November. Taking everything
that was learned in July, the
teams could well be in a good
position to do well again this
year if they want to enter

Pink Lightning - Fairfield again!




Year 11 Work Experience

September proved to be a busy antTeesside to Punky Pins Jewellerrelating to other adults and also
exciting time for our Year 11 Designers. Having almost 27(gaining a better appreciation of
students as Monday 21st was thestudents in Year 11 it was sometime: working life. The feedback from the
start of their work experience week. difficult to get everyone's first students has been really positive and
Students were asked to fill in a Worl choice, especially in the currentl would like to thank all the year
Experience form back in Decembe financial climate. However, most elevens who took time to write a
2008 stating their three preferred students got their first choice of thank you letter to their placement
placement choices. We pride placement, whilst others got their contact. It is greatly appreciated by
ourselves on finding some of the bes second. Students benefit from their the companies that volunteer to host
placements in Teesside and have placements in many different ways; our young people.

wide range to offer, from Audi developing their self confidence,

Achievement Ties

People will have seen over recent  Clearly, this still left a number of
weeks that a large number of Year 1: students disappointed as they did

students seem to be wearing a branc not receive a tie, but with the year Congratulations

new school tie. This is an 11 interims about to be published,
Achievement tie, and thisisthe third & ¢St f & GKS &SI NJ Y 1\ D/ {9Qa
year running in which we have coming up soon in November , there

awarded these to Year 11 students. will be further opportunities for
The intention is to reward those these students to improve their

students who are on target to fulfill current grades so that they can

their potential in the final exams and receive a tie.

at the same time give them a boost tt We as a school have been delightqd
their confidence. This year itwas  with how enthusiastically the CHRISTMAS

more difficult than ever to achieve an students have taken to wearing thq CAROL S E RVI C
1l

achievement tieg students had to be new tie, and how keen they are to
working to at least their target grade be rewarded for all their hard work
in at least 5 GCSE subjects if they we¢ We in turn hope that this gives the]|  Our annual Christmas
to be rewarded with a tie. We lookec students the necessary boost so that  Carol Service will take
at the data from the year 10 exams, we can all get what we want in the LI | (") é . l]

and altogether an impressive 185  summer¢ a fantastic set of exam
students were given a tie. results for every member of year 1§.
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Grangefield Teachers Visit China

This summer seven Grangefield we were invited to visit our School. The Chinese teachers
teachers got the fantastic partner school, Number 25 High were keen to learn from our
opportunity to teach Englishin  School in Shijiazhuang, the capitateaching methods and styles. The
Hebei, the province that of Hebei Province, who opened students were able to improve

surrounds Beijing, in China. The especially to receive us. The Heatheir spoken English in a variety of
aGdzZRSy G aQ | 3345 Mhdg s Sary welddBeranccwas fun and engaging ways such as
years old. The group comprised gbroud to show us his beautiful playing English games, rojglays
Miss Lindley from Languages; Mrsschool and introduce the group to and learning English songs. At the
Hall from English; Miss Lodge fromsome of the 3000 students who geend of the Summer School all the
Science;  Mr Calvert from DT; there. Then the work began. 5 students, with guidance from their
Mrs Beadnall from Geography; Mrmembers of the group taught English teachers, put on a

Arthur from History and myself  primary children of various ages imperformance. It was a fantastic
Miss Gill from RE. We set off on Shijiazhuang, including some of climax to an intense few weeks

the last day of term for the trip of the students who would be and a wonderful way to celebrate
a life time. Landing in Beijing, we feeding into our partner school. G KS a i dzRSydaQ I OK
were taken to see some of the progress.

most famous landmarks China hasyself and Mr Arthur taught

to offer, including the Forbidden secondary school students from alllt was a truly unforgettable

City, TienAn Min Square, the over the Hebei province who experience for all involved, one
.ANRQ&a bSald ht e vadlled toRinhuahydaoyon the/ Bhat enabled us to develop our
we were even put through our  coast, especially to participate in relationship with the teachers and
pacePs trekking up part of the  the Summer School. This includedtudents from our partner school
Great Wall of China in 40 degree a large number of students from as well as providing us with

heat! We were shown great our partner school in incredible memories that will last
hospitality by our Chinese hosts Shijiazhuang . a life time. We will look forward
and as a result lasting friendships to further encounters with

have been forged. We worked closely with a number Number 25 School, Shijiazhuang,

of Chinese teachers, some of Hebei Province, China.
Once the sightseeing was done, whom were from Number 25




