
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A message from the Headteacher 
 

Recent issues of The Oak Tree News have shown the great variety of activities available to our students and the success 

they have achieved.  All of this is made possible by the commitment of our staff and their willingness to give up time to 

ensure so much is provided throughout the year. Many parents and friends of the school also contribute through their 

time and encouragement. I know that our students are very appreciative of this. Personally, I am very pleased to 

acknowledge the way the community of the school comes together for the benefit of its young people. 

 

Many students also give up their time to work for the school in activities that do not receive headlines.  I have been 

impressed by the year 8 volunteers who act as receptionists each day. They provide a valuable service and always 

present themselves well to visitors. During the year they have gained in confidence and represented the school in a very 

positive way. 

 

Recently we have been holding interviews for new appointments at the school. As part of the process we have asked 

groups of students to play an active part and candidates have faced interviews with student panels. Each panel develops 

its own set of questions, working with a member of staff who then observes the discussions with the candidate.  I have 

been very impressed by the seriousness with which they have taken on this work and the very considered feedback they 

have given.  The school takes very seriously the views of its young people and their involvement in the choice of staff 

reflects our confidence in their commitment to improving Grangefield for the future. 

David Litchfield 
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As part of the development of the schoolΩs new Virtual Learning Environment Miss Cuthbert has been testing some 

of the exciting features the learning platform has to offer. Working with staff from Stockton City Learning Centre, 

Miss Cuthbert has set up an international ƭƛƴƪ ǿƛǘƘ 5ǳōŀƛ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ !ōǳ 5Ƙŀōƛ using an exciting 

programme called Elluminate. 

Elluminate Live! is built specifically for live, multi-media, many-to many collaboration. Whether you have two 
studentsτor two hundredτElluminate Live! enables world-class communication, collaboration and education, with 
everyone involved seeing and hearing the same thing at the same time. Miss Cuthbert was able to communicate 
with faculty staff from the college and was given the opportunity to discuss how we could be use this technology to 
enhance the teaching and learning of students from both schools. 

This new and exciting link will allow students to discover what life is like on the other side of the world and how 

religion in particular impacts upon everyday life. Students in Years 10 and 11 will have the opportunity to explore in 

depth what life is like for Muslim women living in a Muslim country in the 21st century. This exciting project will form 

part of their GCSE studies. 

Miss Cuthbert commeƴǘŜŘ άthe new VLE is opening up some fantastic opportunities for teachers that may not have 

previously been available to them. It will make a huge difference to students and the quality of the teaching and 

learning experiences they receive. I would also like to thank in particular Val Brooks who without her professional 

help and support this link could not have been possible.έ The project will begin at the end of May and will run for 

approximately 6 weeks; a full report from the students will be included in the next edition of the Oak Tree News. 

We are currently exploring ways in which we can use Elluminate to enhance teaching and learning throughout our 

school community and link our young people with students and organisations across the globe. Further information 

about Elluminate can be found at www.elluminate.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technology in Action 

Linking with Students in Dubai 

 

Year 9 Netball 
Our congratulations go to Jessica Schneider, Stacy Dodd, Holly Stead, Chloe 

Thornton, Kelly Hubbuck and Shannon Tweddle for their achievements in being 
the runners-up team in the Stockton Schools Netball League.  

Well done girls ! 

Putting People First 

We are delighted that our local community policing team are soon to have a base on the school site, putting 

them at the very heart of the local community. This is a unique venture in Stockton, offering students and 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ Ǿƛŀ ŀƴ άƻǇŜƴ ŘƻƻǊέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 

evenings and weekends. More information will be included in the next edition of this newsletter. 

http://www.elluminate.com/


Parentline Plus is a national charity working with and for parents to offer 

free and independent support and advice to parents by telephone, email and 

online community groups.  In addition they work with government and child 

professionals to help build communities that are good for children by ensuring ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

policies that affect families and young people.  Support is offered to anyone caring for a child, and this 24 hour 

service is available for any issue that may be concerning you.  

In addition, their sister site www.gotateenager.org.uk is a social networking and 

advice site giving parents of teenagers space to support each other through the 

challenges and successes of bringing up teens. Advice is available on a wide range 

of issues such as bullying, drugs, relationships, health and well-being and 

communicating with teenagers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students and staff enjoyed an excellent 
visit to Berlin which took place in the 
first week of the Easter holidays.   

Accompanied by Mrs Wilkinson, Ms 
Notman, Mr Jobling, Mr Dowden and 
Mrs Beadnall, the 37 students had a 
fantastic time in glorious weather in 
Germany.  

 

During the five 
day visit students visited Wansee Villa and Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp, 
the Olympic Stadium, Checkpoint Charlie, the Reichstag building and saw 
remains of the Berlin Wall. Evening activities included a fantastic night bowling 
and seeing a German film at the Imax Cinema. 

Our students were a credit to themselves, their parents and the school, and will 
be rewarded with an evening at Hollywood Bowl in May. 

EASTER VISIT TO BERLIN 

Start the day the right way... 
Having a healthy breakfast with friends is a good way to prepare for the day ahead, improving energy and 
concentration levels and developing social skills.   

Our Breakfast Club is now open daily to students from 8.00am. Operating in the dining hall, we are serving a 
range of items including toast, cereal and tea or coffee, in a safe and welcoming environment.  All students are 
most welcome to come along. 

We are currently working with students to extend our breakfast menu and develop a range of activities. If you 
have any suggestions on how we make our Breakfast Club even better please see your School Council 
representatives or come along one morning and share your ideas ! 

STOP PRESS.... There will be a free samba drumming session at Breakfast Club each Wednesday for 5 weeks 

from 3 June. Why not come along and try something new !  

http://www.gotateenager.org.uk/


brought together a cast of over 90 students 

from across school to work with staff to produce and perform in the Grange School Dance Show 2009. Celebrating the 

music and dance of every decade since the school opened on its present site, the show featured young people from every 

year group, from gifted and talented performers to those treading the boards for the first time. It also offered students 

the opportunity to develop their technical skills, from designing the show through to choreography, set design and 

construction, sound, lighting and media production. 

The monies raised from the Dance Show 2009 will be used to support a Sports Day event at Clairville Stadium for 

students in Years 7 and 8, giving our young people the experience of competing at a nationally recognised athletics 

stadium. In the past many students have thrived in sporting success with this opportunity, breaking their personal best 

achievements and many of the schoolôs long-standing athletics records. 

Miss Mulcaster and Miss Lodge offered a huge ñCongratulationsò to all of the students involved, recognising that the success 

of the show was due to the enthusiasm and commitment of all those involved, with particular thanks to Jess Lyth, Beth 

Fisher and Abbi Henderson for their fantastic choreography and Paul Miller for his hard work with the technical aspects 

of the show.  

All those who came along agreed that the show was a huge success and eagerly await next yearôs production ! 

 

 

Miss Mulcaster 

Miss Lodge 

Mr Turnbull 

Paul Miller 

Danny Redmond  

Luke Weatherley 

Amelia Arrowsmith 

Miss Maughan 

Miss Bailey 

Mr Carss 

Mrs Glover 

Mrs Mulcaster 

Mrs Tindale 

Ms Wilkinson 

Mr Morrell 

Naomi Ireland 

Janet Dickinson School of Dance 

And the unnamed teams and 

individuals who made this 

production possible. 

 

 

 



 
Davin De Buffalo   Paula Hemmings 

Aimee Williams   Bethany Vickers 

Harley Iredale   Holly Carnell 

Hannah Smith   Robyn Hall 

Lauren Collier   Demi Nichol 

Ellie Puckering   Stacey Mills 

Lauren Dixon   Olivia Nozedar 

Rachel Carr   Rosie Sturman 

Charlotte Hall   Cee-Jay Bell 

Georgina Patterson  Lucy Baker 

Lauren Hobson   Ellie Featherstone 

Jess Lyth   Rebecca Demoily 

Beth Fisher   Heather Nesbitt 

Beth Gardiner   Bethan Senior 

Chloe Wilson   Lisa Grant 

Abbi Henderson   Rachel Head 

Danny Magson   Beth Lodge 

Jasmine Peers   Danielle Bell 

Lilian Gray   Sarah Tooke 

Grace Bakes#   Aimee Williams 

Nicola Mitchell   Jasmine Pears 

Charlotte Screaton  Rachel Rowe 

Amy Blakemore   Sinead McAdam 

Danielle Jones   Grace Hardy 

Emma Toulson   Rosie Gilbert 

Chloe Britain   Lyndsey Cable 

Amy Richardson   Taylor Suter 

Stevie Stead   Rebecca Southern 

Sasha Jackson   Erin Highfield 

Amie Buckle   Lois Tooke 

Rebecca Bell   Rachel Rowe 

Hannah Harbron   Sammy Reedle 

Rebecca Smith   Claire Mileham 

Samantha Durham  Nicole Allen 

Jess OôNeil   Georgia Britain 

Kate Lawlor    Ellis Eddy 

Shaunna Wallinger  Lauren Barr 

Christie Patterson  Shannon Blakemore 

Sophie Hope   Judith Da Silva 

Milly Smith   Sasha Jackson 

Paige Saxby   Hayley Rennison 

Georgina Goring   Georgina O Dell 

Lauren Wigham   Tom Ballagh 

Rose Wheetman   Emily Roachford 

Sarah Thwaites   Amelia Arrowsmith 

 


