
Message from the            
Headteacher 

 
This new year started with some 
very severe weather and schools 
throughout Britain faced difficult 
conditions.  At Grangefield we 
had to face the same problems 
of keeping the site safe and  
continuing lessons for all of our 
students.  I must thank all of our 
staff who made every effort to 
ensure we remained open at all 
times. The site staff worked hard 
to keep pathways safe and many 
staff faced long and difficult 
journeys  every  day.  I  am     
certain that students benefited 
from their   commitment to the school. 
 
New technologies have given everyone a much wider understanding of the diverse cultures and traditions 
around the world. In recent months our students have been involved in projects that link Grangefield to 
many different places. These have included online discussions with a school in Dubai, a puppet project with 
the Czech Republic, our ongoing links to China and our new partnership with schools in Kazakhstan.  In 
school  I have  enjoyed seeing the  recent work in  Music on the  Chinese New Year, which draws on the 
animals of the Chinese calendar to develop composition and performance. 
 
Our young  people also  have a keen  sense of the events happening  across the  globe.  We have a long 
tradition  of  supporting  charities and  over  the  Christmas  period  raised  considerable  funds  for the  
Butterwick Hospice, an organisation to which we have an ongoing commitment.  But recent events in Haiti 
have prompted many students to seek ways to help.  In assemblies we have seen moving images of the 
difficulties faced by the people of the island and by the time you read this we will have held our own  fund 
raising day and  will be planning a prom fashion show in support of the Haiti appeal. 
 
This year we have offered our year 11 two opportunities to enter GCSE English.  Students entered for the 
November examination, six months earlier than is normally the case.  I am pleased to congratulate them 
on their hard work and achievement ς already 54% of the year group has gained a higher A* - C grade.  
They will now  have a further  opportunity to improve their grade in the summer  examination and I am 
certain that they will achieve very good results. Well done, year 11, you really deserve that success. 
 

David Litchfield 
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Year 11 Geography Revision Class Programme 

ALL Geography students are welcome.  Each student will be issued with a CD Rom, revision 

cards and case study notes. All lessons to start in A9 at 3.20pm. Refreshments Provided. 

Date Theme 

Tuesday, 2nd February 2010 Unit 4: Employment Structures and patterns 

Tuesday, 9th February 2010 Unit 4: Development (LEDC/MEDC), trade and aid 

Tuesday, 23rd February 2010 Unit 4: Location of Industry - MNCs, industry and environment 

Tuesday, 2nd March 2010 Unit 3: Inequalities in Urban Areas 

Tuesday, 9th March 2010 Unit 3: Urban -Rural Change - migration 

Tuesday, 16th March 2010 Unit 2:  Water Management - freshwater supplies 

Tuesday, 23rd March 2010 Unit 2: Flooding and Drought/desertification  

Tuesday, 30th March 2010 Unit 2: Rivers and Coasts - landforms/management 

Tuesday, 20th April 2010 Unit 1: Weather and climate - anticyclones/depressions/hurricanes 

Tuesday, 27th April 2010 Unit 1: Ecosystems - Tropical Rainforest: destruction/management 

Tuesday, 4th May 2010 Unit 1:  Issue of International Concern - Global Warming 

Wednesday, 11th May 2010 Final Exam preparations 

In addition,  classes will be offered to focus on examination technique and maximising potential. Please 

see Mrs Beadnall for further details. 

 

** Our full programme of GCSE revision classes will be published to Year 11 students ** 

SAFER INTERNET WEEK 2010 
This year, Safer Internet Week ran from 8 to12 February, with the theme of óThink Before You 
Postô.  The internet is becoming an integral part of many childrenôs lives, opening up a world 
of educational and social opportunities. We all recognise the need for this to be coupled with 
online safety skills to keep them safe whatever they are doing. If young people understand 
the risks and can make sensible and informed choices online, they can get the most from the 
internet and stay safe whilst doing so ï particularly from those people who might seek them 
out to harm them. 

Safer  Internet  Week was  a week of  action in  school, with daily    
assemblies focusing all students on safe and appropriate use of social 
networking sites, particularly chatting with care and recognising the 
issues of posting material to a site which may be shared. Students 
have also  been asked  to complete  an online survey about their 
internet usage so that we can continue to develop our online safety 
programmes.  Further information for parents can be found at  
www.thinkuknow.co.uk. 
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Help Grangefield  Help Children 
                                                      Become a Parent Governor 

For further details contact 

Caroline McHale 

or complete the enclosed 

nomination form 

Parent governors 

are people like 

you..... 

 
If you have an interest in 

shaping our childrenôs 

future and can volunteer 

some of your spare time 

then why not find out 

more about becoming a 

parent governor. 

..........working 

together to     

improve our 

school. 

No specialist skills or knowledge are required, 
just the will to make a difference. Full training 
and support  are available. 

We are delighted that our new 
pasta bar is proving very popular 
with students. Introduced in January, 

our Pasta King range has seen sales of 
healthy, nutritious pasta based meals 

become even more attractive to our young 
people. With two different sauces available 

each day there is something  to appeal to all 
tastes. 

Your Child..Your School..Your Say  
 

The Parentsô Forum is working with us to 
improve communication, particularly 
Parentsô Evenings.  Mark Thomas , our 

Parent Support Adviser, will be contacting 
parents over the coming weeks as an 

opportunity for you to share your experience 
and views of Parentsô Evenings. The 

feedback you provide will help us to make 
these and other events as informative and 
enjoyable as possible. You can also email 
your thoughts to the Parentsô Forum  at 

parents.forum@grangefield.stockton.sch.uk 
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FAMILIES INFORMATION SERVICE 
 

The Families Information Service (FIS) is a free, impartial service, which helps parents/carers to find 
high quality childcare to allow them to return to work or training or simply to provide their child with 
the chance to socialise with other children and learn in a safe, fun environment and get the best 
start  in life. The service  also provides  information  and  advice on help parents/carers  are entitled 
to  with  the  cost of  bringing  up children, including  Working and  Child  Tax  Credits and Free       
Entitlement for 3 & 4 year olds funding. 
 

The FIS has developed an on-line directory  which  holds  information on  everything  from clubs, 
hobbies and interests to specific support services such as counselling,  disability, health  care and 
special educational needs services, including national help-lines. Details include how to access the 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ƛǘǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǘ ŎƻǎǘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
on-line, then you can contact the FIS for help on 01642 527225 or by email at fis@stockton.gov.uk 
 

The Directory also includes an activities and events section which will let you search for organised 
weekly activities such as sports, play, and music, but also one day events such as live theatre or 
countryside walks. You can view the directory at  www.stocktonfiz.org.uk  

Our Young Chamber are working closely with HSBC bank to establish a real working branch  of the  bank 
in school. This will be a  branch operated by students for students. Supported by HSBC and  supervised  
by school staff, the bank  will be opening 3 times per week  to  open  accounts, make deposits and take 
enquiries. The bank will also be open at school events such as parents evenings. 
 

Students under 16 will need parental consent to open an account, which comes with a cashcard to make 
withdrawals  in the usual way. With parental consent this can also be  a Maestro card which can be used 
to pay for goods on line and in some stores. Although students will work in the branch to take deposits 
and balance transactions, this will be fully supervised and all cash and documentation will be transferred 
to the bank by staff. We hope to launch the branch at Parents Evening on 11 March 2010. 
 

Wanted: School Branch  Personnel 
Our Year 10 Enterprise Warriors are currently recruiting a Bank Manager, Assistant Managers and a 
Marketing  Manager  from  Year 10  students  and  Customer  Advisers and  Cashiers from  Year 9.       
Application forms and job descriptions are available to students in the HSBC room  in Fronter, along with 
further  information  and  games and puzzles designed to develop skills  needed to manage  personal 
finance effectively. Full training will be given by staff from the Stockton branch of HSBC, and there is a 
reward package for those students taking a role and responsibilities. 
 

We hope that you will   agree that this is an ideal opportunity  for students  to learn  first hand about 
financial  management  and for some, it will  prove to be valuable work  experience, helping  them to 
develop  skills for the future.  Contact  Caroline McHale, Director of  Community Services, for  further 
details. 

GRANGEFIELD WELCOMES 
HSBC SCHOOL BRANCH 

mailto:fis@stockton.gov.uk
http://www.stocktonfiz.org.uk/
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