
Message from the            
Headteacher 

 
This new year started with some 
very severe weather and schools 
throughout Britain faced difficult 
conditions.  At Grangefield we 
had to face the same problems 
of keeping the site safe and  
continuing lessons for all of our 
students.  I must thank all of our 
staff who made every effort to 
ensure we remained open at all 
times. The site staff worked hard 
to keep pathways safe and many 
staff faced long and difficult 
journeys  every  day.  I  am     
certain that students benefited 
from their   commitment to the school. 
 
New technologies have given everyone a much wider understanding of the diverse cultures and traditions 
around the world. In recent months our students have been involved in projects that link Grangefield to 
many different places. These have included online discussions with a school in Dubai, a puppet project with 
the Czech Republic, our ongoing links to China and our new partnership with schools in Kazakhstan.  In 
school  I have  enjoyed seeing the  recent work in  Music on the  Chinese New Year, which draws on the 
animals of the Chinese calendar to develop composition and performance. 
 
Our young  people also  have a keen  sense of the events happening  across the  globe.  We have a long 
tradition  of  supporting  charities and  over  the  Christmas  period  raised  considerable  funds  for the  
Butterwick Hospice, an organisation to which we have an ongoing commitment.  But recent events in Haiti 
have prompted many students to seek ways to help.  In assemblies we have seen moving images of the 
difficulties faced by the people of the island and by the time you read this we will have held our own  fund 
raising day and  will be planning a prom fashion show in support of the Haiti appeal. 
 
This year we have offered our year 11 two opportunities to enter GCSE English.  Students entered for the 
November examination, six months earlier than is normally the case.  I am pleased to congratulate them 
on their hard work and achievement – already 54% of the year group has gained a higher A* - C grade.  
They will now  have a further  opportunity to improve their grade in the summer  examination and I am 
certain that they will achieve very good results. Well done, year 11, you really deserve that success. 
 

David Litchfield 
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Year 11 Geography Revision Class Programme 

ALL Geography students are welcome.  Each student will be issued with a CD Rom, revision 

cards and case study notes. All lessons to start in A9 at 3.20pm. Refreshments Provided. 

Date Theme 

Tuesday, 2nd February 2010 Unit 4: Employment Structures and patterns 

Tuesday, 9th February 2010 Unit 4: Development (LEDC/MEDC), trade and aid 

Tuesday, 23rd February 2010 Unit 4: Location of Industry - MNCs, industry and environment 

Tuesday, 2nd March 2010 Unit 3: Inequalities in Urban Areas 

Tuesday, 9th March 2010 Unit 3: Urban-Rural Change - migration 

Tuesday, 16th March 2010 Unit 2:  Water Management - freshwater supplies 

Tuesday, 23rd March 2010 Unit 2: Flooding and Drought/desertification 

Tuesday, 30th March 2010 Unit 2: Rivers and Coasts - landforms/management 

Tuesday, 20th April 2010 Unit 1: Weather and climate - anticyclones/depressions/hurricanes 

Tuesday, 27th April 2010 Unit 1: Ecosystems - Tropical Rainforest: destruction/management 

Tuesday, 4th May 2010 Unit 1:  Issue of International Concern - Global Warming 

Wednesday, 11th May 2010 Final Exam preparations 

In addition,  classes will be offered to focus on examination technique and maximising potential. Please 

see Mrs Beadnall for further details. 

 

** Our full programme of GCSE revision classes will be published to Year 11 students ** 

SAFER INTERNET WEEK 2010 
This year, Safer Internet Week ran from 8 to12 February, with the theme of ‘Think Before You 
Post’.  The internet is becoming an integral part of many children’s lives, opening up a world 
of educational and social opportunities. We all recognise the need for this to be coupled with 
online safety skills to keep them safe whatever they are doing. If young people understand 
the risks and can make sensible and informed choices online, they can get the most from the 
internet and stay safe whilst doing so – particularly from those people who might seek them 
out to harm them. 

Safer  Internet  Week was  a week of  action in  school, with daily    
assemblies focusing all students on safe and appropriate use of social 
networking sites, particularly chatting with care and recognising the 
issues of posting material to a site which may be shared. Students 
have also  been asked  to complete  an online survey about their 
internet usage so that we can continue to develop our online safety 
programmes.  Further information for parents can be found at  
www.thinkuknow.co.uk. 
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Help Grangefield  Help Children 
                                                      Become a Parent Governor 

For further details contact 

Caroline McHale 

or complete the enclosed 

nomination form 

Parent governors 

are people like 

you..... 

 
If you have an interest in 

shaping our children’s 

future and can volunteer 

some of your spare time 

then why not find out 

more about becoming a 

parent governor. 

..........working 

together to     

improve our 

school. 

No specialist skills or knowledge are required, 
just the will to make a difference. Full training 
and support  are available. 

We are delighted that our new 
pasta bar is proving very popular 
with students. Introduced in January, 

our Pasta King range has seen sales of 
healthy, nutritious pasta based meals 

become even more attractive to our young 
people. With two different sauces available 

each day there is something  to appeal to all 
tastes. 

Your Child..Your School..Your Say 
 

The Parents’ Forum is working with us to 
improve communication, particularly 

Parents’ Evenings.  Mark Thomas , our 
Parent Support Adviser, will be contacting 

parents over the coming weeks as an 
opportunity for you to share your experience 

and views of Parents’ Evenings. The 
feedback you provide will help us to make 
these and other events as informative and 
enjoyable as possible. You can also email 

your thoughts to the Parents’ Forum  at 
parents.forum@grangefield.stockton.sch.uk 
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FAMILIES INFORMATION SERVICE 
 

The Families Information Service (FIS) is a free, impartial service, which helps parents/carers to find 
high quality childcare to allow them to return to work or training or simply to provide their child with 
the chance to socialise with other children and learn in a safe, fun environment and get the best 
start  in life. The service  also provides  information  and  advice on help parents/carers  are entitled 
to  with  the  cost of  bringing  up children, including  Working and  Child  Tax  Credits and Free       
Entitlement for 3 & 4 year olds funding. 
 

The FIS has developed an on-line directory  which  holds  information on  everything  from clubs, 
hobbies and interests to specific support services such as counselling,  disability, health  care and 
special educational needs services, including national help-lines. Details include how to access the 
service, its location, contact details and how much it costs. If you can’t find what you’re looking for 
on-line, then you can contact the FIS for help on 01642 527225 or by email at fis@stockton.gov.uk 
 

The Directory also includes an activities and events section which will let you search for organised 
weekly activities such as sports, play, and music, but also one day events such as live theatre or 
countryside walks. You can view the directory at  www.stocktonfiz.org.uk  

Our Young Chamber are working closely with HSBC bank to establish a real working branch  of the  bank 
in school. This will be a  branch operated by students for students. Supported by HSBC and  supervised  
by school staff, the bank  will be opening 3 times per week  to  open  accounts, make deposits and take 
enquiries. The bank will also be open at school events such as parents evenings. 
 

Students under 16 will need parental consent to open an account, which comes with a cashcard to make 
withdrawals  in the usual way. With parental consent this can also be  a Maestro card which can be used 
to pay for goods on line and in some stores. Although students will work in the branch to take deposits 
and balance transactions, this will be fully supervised and all cash and documentation will be transferred 
to the bank by staff. We hope to launch the branch at Parents Evening on 11 March 2010. 
 

Wanted: School Branch  Personnel 
Our Year 10 Enterprise Warriors are currently recruiting a Bank Manager, Assistant Managers and a 
Marketing  Manager  from  Year 10  students  and  Customer  Advisers and  Cashiers from  Year 9.       
Application forms and job descriptions are available to students in the HSBC room  in Fronter, along with 
further  information  and  games and puzzles designed to develop skills  needed to manage  personal 
finance effectively. Full training will be given by staff from the Stockton branch of HSBC, and there is a 
reward package for those students taking a role and responsibilities. 
 

We hope that you will   agree that this is an ideal opportunity  for students  to learn  first hand about 
financial  management  and for some, it will  prove to be valuable work  experience, helping  them to 
develop  skills for the future.  Contact  Caroline McHale, Director of  Community Services, for  further 
details. 

GRANGEFIELD WELCOMES 
HSBC SCHOOL BRANCH 

mailto:fis@stockton.gov.uk
http://www.stocktonfiz.org.uk/
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Miss Mulcaster and Mrs Allen would 
like to say a huge well done to all 
students who took part in the Dance-a-
Thon on 11

th
 December 2009.  Many 

students gave freely of their time on a cold and 
wet Friday night to raise money for this year’s 
dance spectacular. Although it was hard work 
dancing for 5 hours, students had great fun and 
learnt several new routines.  We would like to 
thank everyone for their support with the event, 
including the sponsorship. With all the hard work 
we raised almost £600 which will go towards 
costumes and props, making this the best show 
yet ! 

Rising stars is a new 
and exciting 
mentoring scheme 
introduced at 
Grangefield School in 
October.  It has a strong 

emphasis on working in 
partnership with parents and 
aims to give additional 
support and guidance to 
motivate students towards 
exceeding their individual 
potential.  The students are 
following a programme of 
activities throughout the 
year and after their hard 
work during their trial 
examinations, the group had 
an end of term social activity 
at the Hollywood Bowl to 
celebrate success and have 
some fun before the 

Christmas break.  A good time was had by all with 
plenty of team spirit and interesting bowling 
techniques.  Holly Carnell went for the artistic 
approach, while Niall Bean went for a more 
entertaining style.  The boys decided to challenge the 
girls for the top score which was achieved by Abbi 
Watling. 

The visit was completed by a meal and soft drinks and 
everyone felt that it had been a very enjoyable evening. 

RISING STARS 

Dance Show 2010 
Tuesday 30th  and Wednesday 31st March 

 

Tickets on sale soon ! 

Stephen Hammond and James 
Barrett presented Mrs Myers with 

these fantastic bird tables for the 
quad (garden) along the  Science 
and Humanities corridor.  We are 
now attracting  many birds such as 
sparrows, blue tits, blackbirds and  

wood pigeon. 
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Christmas Carol Service 
Grangefield School has a long-established tradition of 
holding an annual Carol Service at St Peter’s Church in 
Yarm Road, Stockton. This began in the days of the 
former Grangefield Grammar School during the years 
preceding  the comprehensive  re-organisation of 
Stockton Schools’ which took place in 1973. The tradi-
tion has been maintained ever since with only a one 
year break in 1985 due to the amalgamation of The 
Grange School with Sheraton School.  Since 1986, Mr 
Booth has kept a ‘Nine Lessons and Carols’ format for 
the service which brings about a true sense of occasion 
to the evening and gives pupils a comparatively rare 
opportunity to participate in a formal event.  This was 
the 24th consecutive service he has conducted. 

As well as pupils from school taking part, the occasion 
is a nice opportunity for past pupils, staff and a variety 
of other  friends of  the school to  join together in a  
celebration of Christmas. The Chair of Governors and 
Headteacher deliver two of the traditional readings, 
joined by pupil volunteers from each of the year group 
from within school. For many years now, Mrs Garside 
has been responsible for helping them carry out their 
role in a very competent manner. 

The evening service is attended by pupils, parents, staff 

and others from the Grangefield community at large and 

there is always a retiring collection in aid of a charity 

chosen by the school. This year the collection raised 

over £140 for the Butterwick Children's’ Hospice.   

Our thanks to the choir, musicians and 

readers: 

Chantelle Boyes Sonia Lindley 

Jade Boyes  Elaine Roe 

Kelsey Morris  Liz Lincoln-Myers 

Jack Askew  Andrew Fox 

Sarah Tooke  Arthur Butters 

Taylor Suter  Eileen Camp 

Eleanor Bradley  Michael Lamb 

Hannah Baker  Matthew Simpson 

Danielle Hope  Adam Gibson 

Luke Weatherley Gareth Jones 

Rose Weetman  Katie Beach-Blades 

Hannah Smith  Emma Beach 

Holly Carnell  Felicity Beach 

Gabrielle Oxley  Gilberto Da Silva 

Amelia Walker  Lauren Holmes 

Chloe Wilson  Ruth Waters 

Grace Bakes  Danielle Richardson 

Gordon McReddie Elena Verdi 

Liz Booth  Samee Readle 

Charlotte Booth  Beth Lodge 

Michael Bradley  Rachel Bradley 

Len Matson  Jess York 

David Pickup  Katie Holmes 

Andrew Benzies Michael Harbisher 

Mel Stephenson Ian Basford 

David Litchfield, and of course Rupert Booth 

Newcastle Falcons Rugby Trip 

A group of Year 10 and 
Year 11 boys who play 

for the 
Grangefield 
School 
Rugby team, 
enjoyed a 
fantastic 
evening with 
the 
Newcastle 

Falcons.   

The night started with a tour 
of the facilities.  The boys 
experienced the newly fitted 

gym, and were given a 
detailed explanations of the 
high level training the 
Falcons have to do.  They 
even had the opportunity to 
try out the scrummage 
machine!  Afterwards the 
boys interviewed two players 
Kieran Brookes and Chris 
Micklewood. 

After all this we watched the 
Falcons play an excellent 
game, however the final 
score was 28-8 to 
Northampton. 
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Reading Rangers 

Some of the members with the books they’re currently  reading. 

Left to Right - Katie, Adam,  James, Terence, Roy Katie said… 
 ‘I like coming to 

reading club because 
we sit around with 

friends and talk about 
ōƻƻƪǎΦ  LǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƴΦΩ 

Terence said:… 
‘When I first heard about 

reading club, I was 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩǾŜ 
always loved books.  I 
turned up once to see 

what it was like.  The first 
book I read was very good 
so I decided to come along  

ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŜŜƪΦΩ 

Grangefield School’s reading club launched on  
15th October 2009, has never looked back.  Each 
Thursday,  from 3.10pm to 4.00 pm we have a 
regular group of between 15 and 20 students, 
who get together, to review and discuss books 
they are currently reading or have enjoyed in the 
past. 
 
However, the club enjoys so much more than 
that.  We have joined together with 5 other 
schools in Stockton, through Stockton Children’s 
Library Service, to read and review the “Booked 
Up” books which all Year 7 students were given 
last October.  Each school’s reading group gets 
10 copies of two of the Booked Up titles each 
half term to read and review.  We then send our 
reviews with the books to the next school. 
 
The first decision the group made was their 
name, and after several suggestions, the name 
“Reading Rangers” was chosen. 
 
On 21st November 2009, members of the group 
went to see author Peter J Murray at the 
Northern Children’s Book Festival at Stockton 
Riverside College.  Peter was performing his 
“Mokee Joe” show – an interactive performance 
based on his very successful Mokee Joe trilogy of 

books.  Everyone enjoyed the show, and we 
have booked Peter to come into school in March 
for his “Bonebreaker” show, which is based on 
another of his book trilogies. 
 
Currently, members are choosing 15 free books 
for the school out of 260 titles from the 
“Everyone’s Reading" scheme.  This means 
reading 260 reviews. Quite a task, but they are 
really enjoying it. 
 
Also, members are entering the first ever Young 
Crime Writer’s Competition, sponsored by The 
Crime Writer’s Association.  This entails writing a 
short story of no more than 1000 words on a 
crime theme. It is quite a challenge to tell a story 
in so few words. 
 
Reading Rangers is open to all Year 7 students 
Anyone interested in joining the group should 
just come along to the library any Thursday at 
3.10pm. 
 
We also have an opportunity to start a Reading 
Club  for older students  on Mondays after 
school,; any interested students from other year 
groups should please see Mrs O’Donnell in the 
library. 


