
Oak Tree News  

Message from the Headteacher  
 
Now that the Summer term has arrived it brings with it important examinations for many of our students. 
This year, GCSE and other examinations are being taken by students in years 9, 10 and 11.  Many have 
already completed coursework assignments and are now engaged in their revision programmes.  They 
are supported in school by staff who will give a great deal of additional time to ensure their success. I am 
certain that everyone will want to see them all achieve the best possible results. 
 
 
This term we have been 
joined in school by a visiting 
teacher from our partner 
school in China. Ms Song 
Lijun is an experienced 
teacher who has welcomed 
the  opportunity to work with 
young  people at Grangefield.   
 
The visit also offers her the        
opportunity to travel in Britain 
and to experience everyday 
life.  She will be taking these 
experiences back to enrich 
the knowledge and under-
standing of her students.   
 
Our own students will benefit 
from her work with them, es-
pecially in gaining greater 
understanding of the global 
community in which we all 
now live.  
 
 Ms Song has already visited many lessons and met many of our students. I am sure she will also meet 
parents at events during the term. 
 
Ten staff from Grangefield have visited China in the last two years Ms Song is the third member of staff 
from No 25 School Shijiazhuang to visit us.  The work has been made possible by funding and support 
from the Hebei provincial government and the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust. 
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People learn languages everyday. To learn a language is no longer something that can be 
done at school and forgotten in the workplace. The nature of the global economy is 
changing the way we approach language learning.  

WHY LEARN LANGUAGES? 

 

Work or Career  
Success in a career increasingly demands that 
people learn foreign languages. If your work involves 
regular contact with speakers of foreign languages, 
being able to talk to them in their own language will 
help you build direct relationships with them. 
Knowledge of foreign languages may also increase 
your chances of finding a new job, getting a 
promotion or of going on foreign business trips. 
Companies with international markets are often 
demanding better language skills of their workforce.  
  
Relocation or Immigration  
When you move to a different country, it is important 
that you learn the local language. This will help with 
the relocation process by allowing you to integrate 
with your new community. Even if many of the locals 
speak your language it is still advisable to learn the 
local language. This demonstrates your interest in 
and commitment to the new country.  
 
Family and friends  
If your partner, relatives or friends speak a different 
language, learning that language will help you to 
communicate with them directly. It is also the most 
effective way you will learn about their culture.  

Travel  
Perhaps you are planning to go on holiday abroad. If 
so, knowledge of the local language will be useful. It 
is always a good idea to learn some basic language 
phrases to help you to 'get by', i.e. to order food and 
drink, find your way around, buy tickets, etc. If you 
have a more advanced knowledge of the language, 
you can have real conversations with the local 
people, which can be interesting and add a new 
dimension to your holiday. 
 
Studying abroad  
If you plan to study at a foreign university, college or 
school, you will need a good knowledge of the local 
language. Your institution will probably provide 
preparatory courses to improve your language skills 
and continuing support throughout your main course.  
 
Culture  
Maybe you are interested in the literature, films, TV 
programs, music or some other aspect of another 
culture? Learning the language gives you access to 
their culture by allowing you an insider's view.  
 
Whatever the reason, learning a language opens up 
doors to many opportunities and benefits.  

The Young Crime Writersô North East Regional Final was held in Norton Library on the 20th of April .  
The winner, announced there, would go forward to represent the North 
East in the National Final. The person who wins the Final will get a 
prize of a trip to London.  There were eight of us invited to Norton    
Library and amongst them there were two Grangefield School students, 
Adam Fenby and me, James Roachford. By the end of the night I had 
found out that I had won. Adam said ñI was disappointed not to win, but 
I am glad someone I knew won and it was not won by a complete 
stranger.ò   
 
The Crime Writer, who awarded the prizes, said that the other stories 
entered were good too. One of these was about Sherlock Holmes and 
was written by two writers working together and another was a very 

gory story written by a 17 year old. When Adam and I wrote our stories, we had no idea that one of us would 
make it to the National Finals and when I found out I had, I was so happy.  I felt like nothing Iôd ever felt    
before and I hope I go all the way in the competition.                                       Written by James Roachford  
 
Mrs OôDonnell and Mrs Buckley were delighted that the story-writing of two of the students who attend the  
Reading Club reached the Regional Finals. We were even more delighted when one of our studentôs went 
on to win, especially as he was competing against pupils of such a wide age range, many of whom were 
much older than him. We wish James well for the national final in June ! 



Oak Tree News 

 

We recently launched a new initiative to support students learning and raise attainment,  

seeking to clarify school expectations and further develop the recognition of student 

achievement  through the compilation by students of their achievements, the issuing of 

certificates and commendation stamps which will lead to rewards. 

Recognising Achievement 

Students are expected to  
 
1. Be polite.  Be helpful.  Show consideration to others. 
2. Students need an orange card to be out of classrooms. 
3. Students must wear the correct school uniform. 
4. Students must not chew gum. 
5. Students must not bring items which are dangerous or 

illegal into school. 
6. Mobile phones must be kept out of sight, at the bottom of 

bags and switched off, except when staff sanction their 
use as part of lesson. 

7. (For their use to be sanctioned it must be part of the 
lesson plan with a rationale for their use.  Students are 
not allowed to use mobile phones at to any other time 
either in class rooms or around school.  This includes, 
texting, taking of photographs etc.  Mobile phones which 
are visible around school without permission will become 
confiscated in line with other banned goods.  
Headphones are not allowed). 

8. Students must respect the school environment and help 
to keep it tidy - litter must go in bins. 

9. Students must not leave school site without permission 
during the school day. 

10. Students must not smoke in school, nor should they 
smoke outside school whilst still in their school uniform. 

Classroom expectations  
 

¶ Arrive on time. 

 

¶ Follow instructions the first time. 

 

¶ Bring books, equipment and kit to every lesson. 

 

¶ Sit where we are asked without arguing. 

 

¶ Not use mobile phones, iPods, MP3ôs, or eat and drink 

in class (water allowed). 
 

¶ Complete class work and homework to the best of our 

ability.  

Merit Certificate  7 Commendations   

Bronze Certificate  35 Commendations  Footballs, pens, pencils, pencil 
cases etc  

Silver Certificate  105 Commendations  Sports gifts,  school equipment, and 
phone top up cards.  Seasonal gifts -
Christmas, Easter, Mothers Day etc.    
Gift Vouchers, money off Prom.  
Money off revision guides.  

Gold Certificate  175 Commendations  Sports gifts, School equipment, Gift 
Vouchers, money off School trip, 
money off Prom.  Money off revision 
guides.  Data pens.  

New Rewards System 

We will not tolerate bullying of any kind - if you see it - report it. 



 

In January 2010 the new year broke with the devastating news of a massive earthquake in Haiti.  
Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere.  It suffers drought, hurricanes and 
frequent earthquakes.  The death toll and destruction made the world see that they would need 
lots of help to rebuild their damaged country. 
 
All the Geography staff were teaching óNatural Hazardsô at the time so planned new lessons to 
explore with the students the cause and the effects of the quake. 9G3 felt strongly that as a 
school we needed to do something to help the children of Haiti whose schools had been 
destroyed.  They joined the School Council and Mrs Beadnall to organise together a óHats for 
Haiti Dayô. 
 
Mrs Beadnall and some of 9G3 delivered assemblies to every student and on Wednesday, 
10

th
 February 2010 the fund raising began.  Students donated at least 50p to wear a hat of their 

choice for the day.  We raised over Ã820.00 to send to the disaster appeal and had lots of fun in 
the process!  Mr Litchfield also wore an amazing hat from China.  
 
Joe Tampin, Cameron Long and Lewis Free also raised money by having a sponsored mountain 
bike ride out. 
 
Well done everyone! 

HATS FOR HAITI 

  

  



Oak Tree News 

Grangefield Schoolôs English 
Faculty held its annual Public 
Speaking Competition on 
Tuesday, 2nd March 2010.   
 
Our cluster primary schools 
were invited to the afternoon 
rehearsal by Miss Joanne 
Brack, Head of the English 
Faculty and Miss Helen Moore, 
English Primary Transition Co-
ordinator.  The audience 
included approximately 160 
primary students from Oxbridge 
Primary School, Fairfield 
Primary School, The Oak Tree 
Primary School/St Markôs/Elm 
Tree Primary School and St. 

John the Baptist Primary 
School.   
 
We were delighted that coming 
along was simply not enough 
for some of our primary pupils 
as a number of them 
volunteered to give a speech 
on a subject of their choice; 
subjects which ranged from the 
author Jacqueline Wilson, to 
earthquakes, wizards and 
meerkats! 
 
Students from St Markôs/Elm 
Tree Primary School, Oxbridge 
Primary School, Fairfield 
Primary School and The Oak 

Tree Primary School who 
volunteered to give a speech 
did so with confidence and 
maturity beyond their years. It 
was simply a pleasure to see 
and hear!  Well done to 
everyone involved. 
 
The next English Faculty Year 
6 Gifted and Talented session 
will be held on Wednesday, 
31st March 2010 at the City 
Learning Centre where the 
students will be using modern 
technology to access the 
secondary English and Media 
Studies curriculum. 
 

Annual Public Speaking Competition  
welcomes Year 6 students  

A number of our Young Chamber Enterprise Warriors became forensic scientists for the day at 
the recent Young Chamber regional conference. 
 
Working with students from schools across the region, they worked with former police officers 
and crime scene investigators to consider career routes and opportunities in forensic science,  
before trying their hand at a range of techniques.  They examined fingerprinting, hair and fibre 
samples, splatter patterns and preserving evidence, before pulling on real protective suits, masks 
and shoe covers to apply their newly-learnt skills and techniques to a crime scene set-up. 
 
All of the students had lots of fun, made new friends and learned a lot about the world of criminal 
investigation and forensics, especially the importance of science. 

YOUNG CHAMBER CONFERENCE 



 

Lucy Baker 

Chloe Baker 

Grace Bakes 

Shauna Bates 

Danielle Bell 

Cee-Jay Bell 

Jade Berridge 

Jennie Best 

Lois Best 

Hayleigh Blackburn 

Jade Boyes 

Chantelle Boyes 

Amie Buckle 

Lauren Collier 

Devin De buffalo 

Thea Dennis 

Lauren Dixon 

Stacey Dodd 

Lizzie Douglass 

Ellie Featherstone 

Anna Ford 

India Fox 

Megan  Gardler 

Beth  Gardiner  

Rebecca  Greig  

Hannah Gibson 

Alice Graham 

Charlotte Hall 

Abbi Henderson 

Lauren Hobson 

Beth  Hodgson  
Danielle Hope 

Paige Hughes 

Lucy Hutchinson 

Harley Iredale 

Yasmin Jackson 

Levi Johncey 

Emma Lowry 

Corrina McQuade 

Sinead McAdam 

Rebecca Mooney 

Hannah Morgan 

Kelsey Morris 

Stacey Morris 

Esme Mortimer 

Shannon Oliver 

Lauren Oliver 

Jane Phiri 

Ellie Puckering 

Katya Pyrozhek 

Abigail Reveley 

Georga Rudd 

Paige  Saxby  

Jess Schnieder 

Hannah Smith 

Alice Smith 

Milly Smith 

Alex Smith 

Holly Stead 

Anna Strachan 

Dance Show 2010 



 

Suter Taylor 

Thornton Hollie 

Thornton Emma 

Tooke Lois 

Tooke Sarah 

Vickers Bethany 

Waite  Caitlin  

Wellburn  Paige  

Williams Aimee 

Wood Lauren 

Wood Laurencia 

Wright Emily 

Young Rachel 

Once again, the Physical Education department, along with the help and 
support of many staff, parents and volunteers, worked with students of all 
ages to bring an outstanding dance show to school. 
 
In a never-to-be-forgotten show, boys and girls from every year group sang 
and danced their way through hit after hit from a range of musical shows 
from stage and screen. 
 
After many hours of rehearsal, the students wowed the audience on both 
nights with renditions and routines from much-loved shows including  Sister 
Act, Cats, Annie, Chicago to name but a few, coming to an end with a 
grand finale medley from Mama Mia. 
 
The staff performance óWaterlooô, complete with Abba outfits and dance 
actions, brought the house down and had the audiences dancing in the 
aisle. 
 
The singers and dancers were supported by a whole   
production crew working sound and lights, a wardrobe 
crew and front-of-house team who all made sure that the 
evenings ran smoothly and were a huge success. 
 
Our thanks go to all those involved for making this such a 
special event in the school calendar, and we all look    
forward to next yearôs show ! 



 

UKMT Intermediate  
Mathematics Challenge 2010  

 

The National Mathematics Contests are competitions held 
nationally, to find the best mathematicians in the country 
and, through various stages of competition and training, to 
select the team who will represent the UK in the 
International Mathematical Olympiad. They have been 
running in one form or another for 6th form (Senior) students 
for many years, but since 1996 the UKMT have been 
running the contests and have introduced stages for 
students in years 10 and 11 (Intermediate) and students in 
years 7 and 8 (Junior). 
 

The UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) is a registered charity 
which organises both the National Mathematics 
Competitions and other mathematical activities for 11-18 
year old students. Last year over 600,000 students from 
4000 schools took part in the three challenges, making 
these the UK's biggest national Mathematics competitions. 
Our students take part in these contests every year, often 
with success in achieving gold, silver or bronze certificates. 
 

This year 32 students took part in the Intermediate Contest 
from both years 10 and 11, with 3 students gaining gold and 
9 getting bronze certificates. One student, Ryan Coyle, 
scored a total of 84 marks, which was high enough to be 
entered for the next level of the contest ï a really 
remarkable achievement, placing him in the top 2000 in his 
year group across the whole of the UK! The next stage 
involved students from 30 countries across Europe tackling 
the second Intermediate round, making it a truly multi-
cultural event. 
 

Well done to all those who took part and in particular the 
winners of certificates and we await the outcome of Ryanôs 
efforts in the challenging European second round!  

Best in School   

Ryan Coyle (84 points)  

 

Gold (70 points or more)  

Ryan Coyle, Daniel Redmond,    

Eleanor Bradley  

 

Bronze (45 points or more)  

Lauren Foxton, Charlotte       

Willoughby, Rebecca Carmichael, 

Chelsea Buxton, Grace Bakes, 

Molly Sturman, Jamie Hunter, 

Abbi Henderson , Daniel Hope  

 

Participated  

Kayley Thwaites, Smerah Raoof, 

Bethany Vickers, Ryan Southall, 

Emily Young, Steven Tampin, 

Oliver Aithwaite, Nathan 

Walton, Jonathan Hart,          

Josephine Gardler, Matthew 

Sedgewick, Jennie Best, Phil 

Crackett, Nabhan Arshad, Emily 

Nicol, Alex Degnan, Joel Kidd, 

Ben Hazell, Zade Baleci,        

Matthew Gunn.  

 

GFSPrintzone  
Turn your cherished images into a work of art 

 

Send us your favourite photo or digital image and we will print it 
onto durable, heavyweight canvas and hand-stretch it over a 

pine frame as a ready-to-hang canvas wrap, from as little as Ã25. 
 

SPECIAL OFFER for YEAR 11 STUDENTS 
10% off all orders for prom pictures 

Please quote discount code PROM10 in your order. 



 

Two Year 9 Citizenship classes were chosen to participate in a national 
project involving secondary school students working with the Crown 
Prosecution Service (CPS). This project has the support of the Attorney 
General, the Rt Hon Baroness Scotland QC and forms part of their 
Youth Strategy Plan.  The students participated in activities designed to 
educate them about the role of the CPS and the Criminal Justice 
System as a whole.  The lessons were interactive and stimulating and 
involved the children acting out a mock crown court trial ï unfortunately 
the defendant Charles Doherty was found guilty of stealing four DVDs 
and was sentenced to the Death Penalty by a rather strict judge by the 
name of Ashlee Roberts!  All students graded their experience as 
ógoodô or óexcellentô in the feedback and enjoyed having their ability to 
make informed and responsible actions challenged. 

Prosecution Service Project  

 

Well 
Done 

 

Year 9! 

The School Council voted to adopt the Butterwick Hospice as their chosen charity for this 
academic year.  They have already been busy fundraising for the Butterwick, handing over 
Ã395.28 in January. 
 
This was raised by both students and staff taking part in a Butterwick Toy raffle and the sale of 
Butterwick Christmas Reindeer Tree Decorations. Christmas present bags were made and sold 
by students working with Mrs Senior and the collection from the Grangefield School Christmas 
Carol Service at St. Peterôs Church in December was also donated. Easter saw the sale of small 
Easter toy lambs, chicks and bunnies and a competition to design an Easter egg, the winner 
receiving a chocolate egg. 
 
Watch this space for details of our other major fundraising events ! 
 
Mrs Buckley 
Manager of Grangefield  School Council 

Grangefield School Council  
 


