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PUDSEY BEAR COMES TO GRANGEFIELD !  
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Message from the Headteacher  
 

As we approach the Christmas break, I have been reflecting on the commitment of young 
people to supporting others. In recent weeks there have been many examples of this.  
 
The new school council has shown a real enthusiasm for raising funds in new ways. They 
have taken an approach that offers good  experiences  for students  in school, helps to 
maintain the best  environment for  learning and raises as much money as  possible for 
charity. Their  first venture was to organise the recent  Children  in Need day.  I was very 
impressed by the time and energy the members of the council put into organisation prior to 
the day. Their hard work  ensured that all staff were well  briefed, tutor groups were well 
informed and all arrangements were properly in place.  As a result, we enjoyed a good day 
in school, with a popcorn, cake and hot drinks stall in the yard for break, prize draws and 
collections for the charity. The head boy and head girl dressed as Pudsey and Blush for the 
whole day, visiting classes and joining activities, as well as raising funds through sponsorship 
by staff.   On the day we raised more than any previous non -uniform day, with more than 
£1400 donated to Children in Need.  I think this is a good example of the way in which the 
willingness of young people volunteering to give up their time and take  responsibility  can 
be much more  effective than simply offering a donation.  
 
Another fine example of students  volunteering has  been the work of our choir. With Mr 
Carson, a small choir  has been visiting  local residential  and care homes.  They sang carols 
and Christmas  songs for forty  minutes in each  place and took time to talk to residents. 
Bringing the spirit of the season and a real interest in the lives of the people, these students 
represent the best way in which we can offer support for others. Their charity is not meas-
ured by money but by the generosity of spirit and comfort given to others.  
 
At a time when so many of us are seeking gifts for our family and friends, our young people 
remind us that the greatest gifts are those that are given selflessly, whose reward is in the 
giving itself.  
 
I hope that you all enjoy the winter break and look forward to a peaceful and successful new 
year. 

David Litchfield  

Prefects  
The end of the Summer Term saw the appointment of our Prefects, ready to begin their 
duties at the start of Year 11. They are very distinctive in their school blazers !  Our con-
gratulations go to:  
 
Harry Green (Head Boy) 
Stacey Dodd (Head Girl) 
 
? (Deputy Head Boy) 
Leena Horn (Deputy Head Girl) 
 
Anisah Shan 
Fatima Din 
Philip Dale 
Alice Abbey 
Catherine Abbey 
Ellynicole Latif 
 

Free School Meals  
 

Is your child entitled to free school meals ?        
 

Students whose parents receive Income Support, Income Based Jobseekers Allowance or a 
number of other benefit payments are entitled to receive free school meals.  
 

Much of our school funding is driven by the number of students entitled to free school 
meals, and therefore  we would urge  all parents who may be eligible to register for their 
entitlement whether their child takes a free meal or not.  
 
Further information is available from the school office or at                                       
http://www.stockton.gov.uk/citizenservices/learning/schooladmissionshome/fsm/  
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Children in Need  
 

In November our School Council organized a range of fund-raising activities for Children in 
Need, raising a grand total of £1410.62 for this well -deserving charity. 
 
The Head Boy, Harry Green, and Head Girl, Stacey Dodd, were dressed as Pudsey and Blush 
for the entire day, raising over £400 through sponsorship for wearing their costumes. Their 
day started with greeting students at the gate from 8.30am, through to visiting classes and 
joining in activities throughout the day.  
 
All students played their part in making a donation to not wear their uniform; pictured below 
is 8JBr wearing some of the spotty bandanas made for them by one enterprising student and 
her mum !  
 
At break the students organized a Fair Trade coffee morning selling a range of homemade 
cakes, popcorn and Fairtrade chocolate, cookies and hot drinks. Our thanks go to the many 
students, parents, grandparents and staff that donated cookies and cakes, your support is 
greatly appreciated ! 

Remembrance Service  
 

Once again, guests  joined Year 9 students  and staff in 
marking Remembrance Day with our traditional service. As in 
previous years, a number of students  gave readings  and  
recited poetry about experiences in the trenches and  life 
during the war. Stocktonôs mayor, Councillor Colin Leckonby, 
laid a wreath at the remembrance board for former students 
who  had  lost  their  lives in  the Great  War.  One of our 
students also laid a wreath at the remembrance board for 
servicemen from our school who lost their lives in the 1939 -
45 war. 
 
The sale of poppies raised £62 for the British Legion. 
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Girls and Gadgets  
 

Ten of our Year 9 girls joined Miss Bailey and Miss Yuan along with girls from 
schools across the region in a trip to Teesside University for their annual Girls 
and Gadgets computing conference. 
 
Although teenage girls are now using computers and the internet at rates 
similar to boys, they are still five times less likely to consider a  technology 
related career.  This conference is designed to get girls excited about using 
computers by engaging with all aspects of computer science and destroying 
the myth that computers are for boys.  

 

The conference is organised by the School of Computing in a bid to promote 
computer science as an interesting and challenging career path. 
 
After an introduction and keynote speech, the girls enjoyed activity sessions 
including  e-journalism,  computer  games, digital  music, multimedia  and 
animation. They each got a goody bag with a programme, folders, memory 
stick and pens, and a thoroughly good time was had by all !  

Building Bridges  
 

The recent weather proved to be an ideal learning aid for 7G3 as our picture 
below shows !  Donning their coats and wrapping up warm, this Science class 
made the most of the heavy snow to learn about physics and engineering, 
examining structures and forces by building bridges in the snow.  
 
Working in groups the students were tasked with building a bridge as large 
and as strong as possible, and to their best design. They analysed the best 
way to construct their bridge, trying different methods and tools before com-
ing up with their final creation for judging by Mr Carss.  
 
A fun lesson was had by all ! 
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GrowHow  
 

In a special event organised in conjunction with Stockton Borough 
Councilôs Economic Regeneration team to mark national Visit our 
Schools week, we were delighted to welcome staff from NEPIC 
(North East of England Process Industry Cluster) and GrowHow to 
spend time with our students working on Science projects.  
 
GrowHow UK Ltd is the UKôs premier fertiliser manufacturer and a 
major supplier of process chemicals and utilities and at the heart of 
the company are three drivers: technical excellence, innovation and 
product development and social and environmental responsibility. 
 

Jacqui Reed and her colleagues visited lessons and 
joined in classes, working with a Year 8 group to make 
bath bombs !  The students enjoyed the activity very 
much and our visitors commented on how impressed 
they were with the students that they met and how 
much they had enjoyed the experience themselves. 
  
We hope that this  is just  the  start  of an  ongoing 
relationship  with GrowHow, and look  forward to 
working with them in the future.  

Diploma Students Visit University  
 

The Higher Diploma in Business, Administration 
and Finance got off to a flying start with a full 
day at Teesside University. Working with Noel 
Dennis, Principal Lecturer in Marketing and two 
undergraduates, the students explored  the 
Mintel database, giving them access to world-
leading market intelligence to help them with 
their marketing tasks for the day as well as 
downloading  information to support  their 
studies back at school. 

 
After lunch the  students were given a real 
challenge , the ñMini Briefò, and were tasked 
with producing a marketing campaign for the 
brand new Mini Countryman. Working in teams 
and  using  their Flip  video  cameras   and  
netbooks, the students produced Powerpoint 
shows that were presented to the rest of the 
group. The day gave us a real insight into uni-
versity life and the  opportunities that are avail-
able in studying business to a higher level. 
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Welcome Bubble and Squeak !  
 

Congratulations to Rebecca Stokes in Year 7 who, from hundreds of entries, won our 
competition to name the most recent arrivals in school.  
 
Our school library is home to our two female gerbils which are 
now called  Bubble and Squeak.  Small and  easy to handle, 
gerbils are non-aggressive, social little animals that love the 
company of humans and other gerbils. Now about 5 months 
old, they are firm favourites at Pet Club every Wednesday. 

European  
Language Olympics  

 

26 th  Sept ï 14 th  Oct 2010  
 
For almost three weeks Grangefield language students were gripped by the European 
Language Olympics.  The competition was the brainchild of Craig Smith, the founder of 
Language Perfect and the Language Olympics in New Zealand; he and his team launched 
the Language Olympics in Australia and New Zealand and they then challenged Europe to 
also take part. The European Language Olympics  coincided with the Commonwealth 
Games 2010.   
 
The Languages team at Grangefield entered our students, and from the outset they were 
really enthusiastic.  Our language students were all given their own personal log -in, and 
the Games began!!!!   Students had to learn the vocabulary and then points were scored 
as they were tested on the words, using an amazing method where students could see 
how they were doing during each test. They could view their progress as they scored 
points, and they could also see where they were as compared to the other students in 
the class, other classes in the school, and other schools in the competition in Europe.  
Well over a hundred other schools in Europe took part, and for much of the competition, 
we were within sight of the top schools.  In the end, we came 24 th ï in Europe, the com-
petition was so fierce in the final few days, and we only maintained our position thanks 
to the students going onto the website both at home and at school.  We were immensely 
proud of all our students, and especially the following, who either received medals or 
merit certificates.  The following students from Grangefield achieved this honour:   

 

Gabrielle Oxley (Gold), Charlotte White (Bronze), Adam Beaumont (Bronze), 
Rebecca Chinn (Bronze), Adam Fenby (Bronze), Emma Lowry (Bronze), Ross 
Henderson (Credit), Maryam Hussain (Credit),Reagan Weatherley (Credit), 
Connor Alderson (Credit), Connor Richardson (Credit), Robyn Carroll (Credit), 
Laura Veremu (Credit), Aneesa Farooq (Credit), Zoe Dodds (Credit),Michael 
Todd (Credit), Martin Robinson (Credit), Aeysha Khan (Credit), Emily Kemp 
(Credit), Joseph Devlin (Credit), Lauren Barr (Credit), Isaac Bayly (Credit)  
 

so WELL DONE to  all our students for taking part, and we all canôt wait for the next language 

Olympics in 2011!!!!       

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pethealthinfo.org.uk/resources/ist2_4688088_black_and_brown_gerbils.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.pethealthinfo.org.uk/gerbils/&usg=__-gOVLGtEzleDP82M_oqGsuScMCY=&h=253&w=380&sz=15&hl=en&start=19&sig2=55Fes6gtV
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Celebrating Service  
 

Despite the snowy weather, we were delighted  that 
Stocktonôs mayor, Councillor Colin Leckonby, was 
able to present Janet Sanders with a long service 
award on 30 November. In a ceremony at the town 
hall, Cllr Leckonby marked her outstanding contribu-
tion to education in Stockton and the lives of our 
young people over the past 25 years. 

 

Well done Mrs Sanders !  

     FILMCLUB  

We are delighted to introduce FILMCLUB to Grangefield School. 
 
FILMCLUB is a fantastic free resource for schools in England, giving staff and students the 
opportunity to  explore the world of film  through  an after -school club. With regular 
screenings, online reviewing and industry events, we hope that FILMCLUB will excite and 
inspire our young people.  It is supported by the government in partnership with Love-
film.com. 
 
Although it's fun  just watching  movies with friends, that's not  all FILMCLUB  will offer. 
Immersing students in a vibrant mix of vintage hits, international classics, blockbusters, art 
movies and all points in between, seeing films made years ago and others fresh out this 
week, stories produced in every corner of the world...we hope will be a surefire way to find 
them dazzled, provoked, amused, shocked and uplifted.  Students will be encouraged to 
watch films from all over the world, made in every possible era, so they can explore count-
less different cultures, characters and new ways of telling stories. By discussing and writing 
about the  films, they'll sharpen  their critical  skills and  impress  their friends with their 
encyclopaedic film knowledge. 
 
Launching  in the  last  week of term, FILMCLUB will be  completely free to  all students, 
although refreshments will be available at a small charge. Films will be age appropriate, 
and students wishing to join FILMCLUB will be asked to complete an application/parental 
consent form before attending any sessions in the new year.  
 
FILMCLUB at Grangefield launches after school on 15 and 16 December with screenings of 
Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs and A Christmas Carol on our new state-of-the-art 80ò 
screen and HD projector in B19.  Future sessions will be on Monday evenings, starting with 
the new Karate Kid on 10 January 2011.  Places will be limited so be sure to return your 
form and collect your tickets !  
 
Students will find further information from posters around school, the FILMCLUB room in 
Fronter or by seeing Mrs McHale.  More information about FILMCLUB in general can be 
found at www.filmclub.org.  


