
The staff & governors of Grangefield School wish all students, parents/carers and friends 
of the school  a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year  

A message from the 

Headteacher 
 
The Autumn Term always has its 
traditional events and this year is no 
exception.  
 
I am proud of our year 9 students 
who hosted this yearôs 
Remembrance Service.  They 
ensured that the service itself was a 
very moving one. The Mayor and 
Mayoress of Stockton, together with 
governors, parents, former staff, 
members of the Old Stocktonians 
and the British Legion, members of 
the Armed Forces and friends of the 
school, joined us for the service.  
This truly represents the community 
of Grangefield School.  Our 
students had prepared readings that 
were entirely appropriate to the 
occasion and the whole of year 9 
contributed to the very moving 
atmosphere.  This was a fitting 
tribute in the year that saw the 
passing of the last British survivor of 
the First World War.  Our visitors 
were very complimentary about the 

whole of the 
service and the 
seriousness of 
the young 
people 
attending it. 
 
We now look 
forward to our 
Carol Service. 
Once again this 
will represent 
the community 
of the school, 
with a choir 
drawn from the current students, 
former students, staff, former staff 
and friends of the school. This 
remains a significant event that 
marks the season for Grangefield in 
a very special way.  I hope that you 
will join us on 
Monday, 14th December at 7.30pm 
in St Peterôs Church, Yarm Road, 
Stockton to celebrate the service. 
 
I always like to mention the good 
work I see in lessons.  Recently I 
was invited to join one of our groups 
studying for the Hospitality and 

Catering BTEC qualification as they 
evaluated their menus prepared as 
a key assessment. The quality of 
planning and the technical skills of 
the students would surely not be out 
of place on televisionôs Masterchef !  
It is particularly pleasing to know 
that this is just one example from 
the many groups that are making 
such good progress in the subjects 
they have chosen to study in years 
10 and 11. 
 
I hope that you all have a very 
enjoyable and peaceful break. 
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Prestigious Anti Bullying Award Bestowed on Students 

The hard work and 
dedication ƻŦ DǊŀƴƎŜŦƛŜƭŘΩǎ 
very own youth theatre 
company was duly 
rewarded recently when 
they received a coveted 
ΨPrincess Diana Award for 
Services to Anti BullyingΩΦ  
The company of young 
actors which includes many 
present and past 
Grangefield students, spent 
18 months, writing, 
producing and starring in a 
theatre in education 
production exploring Cyber 
Bullying. 

 

June and July this year saw 
the company tour  their 
production around the area 
in schools, colleges and 
theatres and managed to 
touch the lives of over 2000 
young individuals with a 
hard  h i t t ing  and 

informative production and 
a bespoke leaflet offering 
advice and support.  Local 
councillors, the Mayor and 
many other important 
people in the community 
wrote and emailed the 
company after seeing the 
production with comments 
of pride and awe at what 
these young people had 
achieved. 

 

Current year 11 student 
Abbi Henderson who was 
part of the team that 
produced the show and 
designed the leaflet, (as 
well as starring as the main 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ Ψ9ƭƭŜΩύΣ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ 
us after hearing news of 
ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ 
Diana Award is an amazing 
foundation that recognises 
the hard work of kids 
across the country who are 

trying every day to make 
the lives of children better.  
To have received this 
award for what we did 
really makes me proud and 
all the other cast and 
company members are 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻƻέΦ 

 

The next step for these 
Grangefield youngsters in 
to attend an awards 
ceremony in London along 
side celebrity guests and 
hundreds of other 
individuals and groups that 
have received similar 
awards from the Princess 
Diana Foundation for their 
hard work, dedication and 
commitments to making a 
difference.  Each will  
receive a certificate, 
membership to the 
foundation and all of its 
forums and a shield to 

mark their achievement.   

 

Watch this space for an 
update and photos from 
the awards ceremony. 

 

Special tribute must be 
paid to current and past 
Grangefield students who 
spent many months on the 
project making this award 
possible.  Rachel Rowe, 
Abbi Henderson, Grace 
Bakes, Hannah Smith, 
DŜƻǊƎƛƴŀ hΩ5ŜƭƭΣ tŀǳƭ 
Miller, Luke Weatherley, 
Danny Redmond, Jonny 
Jones, Alex Henderson, 
Jo r da n  A r m s t r o ng , 
Gemma King, Megan Carr, 
Joanna Fi r th and 
Sarah Crutwell, and staff 
members Mrs Garside, 
M i s s  S t e p h e n s o n , 
Mr Rowling and many 
unnamed others. 



In order to give students the best possible opportunity for 
success in GCSE English, all Year 11 students sat their 
English GCSE this November. They sat two exam 
papers. English Paper One was on Monday 9

th
 

November and English Paper Two was on Thursday 12
th
 

November. 
 
The students worked extremely hard for the exams and 
displayed great maturity, enthusiasm and organisation.  
Many students volunteered to attend both after school 
revision sessions and óMasterblastersô which took place 
early morning just before the exams. The incentive of a 
free breakfast helped to boost numbers for these early 
morning sessions. 
 
Exam invigilators expressed how focused and organised 
the students were during the exams. Many thanks to all 
year 11 parents and carers for their continued support 
during these exams. 
 
It was made possible for year 11 students to sit GCSE 
English early as they began their introduction to the 
course in the final term of Year 9 and their programme of 
study in Year 10 focused on all of the elements required 
for the qualification. 
 
Those students who do not meet their target grade will 
be offered the opportunity to re-sit the exams in the 
summer, in order to improve their grade. Detailed 
analyses of the exam results will enable us to give 
students targeted support and ensure they achieve their 
full potential. 

Once the exam results are published in early January a 
more personalised programme of study will be delivered 
which focuses on studentsô individual needs and will 
provide clear and ambitious goals for all students. Three 
different pathways will be available: 
 

 
 

For students who have achieved their target grade or 
above in GCSE English, GCSE English Literature will be 
studied. Students can study for this qualification and still 
have the opportunity of having a second attempt at 
GCSE English in the summer exams if they intend to 
achieve a higher grade. Skills required for GCSE English 
will be developed as part of the GCSE English Literature 
programme of study. 
 

 
 

Students who almost achieved their target grade in 
GCSE English will follow a programme of study which 
combines GCSE English and GCSE Literature. For some 
of these classes a greater emphasis will be given to 
GCSE English and for other it will be GCSE Literature. 

 
 
 

English GCSE will be the only focus for all students who 
have not achieved near their target grade in the 
November exam. 

Miss Brack  

High Praise for all Year 11 Students 

GCSE English Literature 

Combined GCSE English and GCSE Literature 

GCSE English 

The One to One Tuition Programme is a 

Government-funded initiative designed to 

help children gain more confidence and 

understanding in English and maths. 

Designed for students in Key Stages 2, 3 

and 4, it complements classroom teaching 

by responding to learning needs that are 

personal and particular to each child.  

 

We are delighted that from September 

2009 we have secured funding to be able 

to offer One to One tuition to children who 

would benefit from an intensive burst of 

individualised support in order to boost 

their progress, whatever their level of 

ability.  

This term, ten Year 9 students are 

following a highly tailored programme 

involving ten one-hour sessions of 

additional learning with a qualified 

teacher. Focusing on English and maths, 

the aim is to provide our young people 

with the best opportunities possible to 

maximise their potential, in readiness for 

starting their GCSE courses in these 

subjects. 

 

Students who experience one-to-one 

tuition say they feel special  and have 

the opportunity to engage in focused 

dialogue with the tutor, talking about any 

difficulties in a safe environment without 

the distraction of others. This is 

particularly true of less confident students 

who value this quality time with an adult 

as they start to take control of their 

learning. 

One to One Tuition Programme at Grangefield School  

Further information about  

this programme is available from 

debra.myers@grangefield.stockton.sch.uk. 



 

GCSE Exam Timetable ñ January 2010  

Health & Social Care Tuesday, 26
th
 January 2010 

Maths (J512) Tuesday, 12
th
 January 2010 

  (J512) Friday, 15
th
 January 2010 

 (J517) Thursday, 21
st
 January 2010 

Science Yr10/Yr11 Thursday, 14
th
 January 2010 

  Yr10/Yr11 Monday, 18
th
 January 2010 

  Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 20
th
 January 2010 

  Yr10/Yr11 Friday, 25
th
 January 2010 

  Yr10/Yr11 Wednesday, 27
th
 January 2010 

Year 10 and Year 11 Science Revision Guides 
 

The next module tests are in January.  Revision guides are available from the Science faculty. 

 

Year 11 If Year 11 students return their year 10 revision guide, it will be replaced with a new year 11 

guide. 

    

Year 10 Revision guides are available ð price £3.00 (a saving of £1.50 on list price).  If these are  

returned, in a reasonable condition, in year 11, they will be replaced with a year 11  

guide. 

    

Year 10 Triple Science Students require three guides, £3.00 each, but these last for the two years of the 

course. 

 

 

Each student should 
have a transparent pencil 
case with a supply of  
black pens, pencils etc 
and a calculator (when 
required). 
 

During exams, students 
should not have any 
electronic communication 
or storage devices such 
as mobile phones, iPodôs 
etc with them. School is 
required to deal very 
firmly with anyone found 
to have such equipment 
in exams, and such 
behaviour could lead to 
disqualification. 

 

Indoor Athletics  

The team of: 
 

Lucy Timofte, Hannah Scott, Ellis Eddy, 

Judith Da Silva, Harley Iredale, Rebecca 

Mooney and Taylor Suter 
 

will now go forward to represent the District in the Tees 

Valley Final on  Monday, 18th January 2010 at Eston 

Sports Centre. 

Congratulations to year 7 and year 8 girls who won the  

Indoor Athletic Championships  

at Thornaby Pavillion recently. 

Are you able to help us ?  
 

As part of their GCSE studies next term our 
older students  would like to talk adults working 

in the  chemical  industry  or any health and 
fitness field. 

 

If you are a chemical engineer, nurse or fitness 
instructor, or work in any other related field, 

could you give us just an hour to support  
learning ? Interviews with students could be 

done by visiting class or by talking to the young 
people via our internet communication tools. 

 

If you feel you are able to help please contact 
caroline.mchale@stockton.gov.uk for further 

details. 



 

Jordan Jackson with his choice of ôDesirableõ by Frank Cottrell Boyce 

and Jacob Moody with his choice of ôPercy Jackson and the Lightning 

Thiefõ by Rick Riordan. 

Joseph Puckering with his choice of ôUnderworldõ by Catherine 

MacPhail and Lewis Carter and Dylan Thwaites with their choice of 

ôBlood Huntersõ by Steve Voake. 

Booked Up !  
 

All year 7 students at Grangefield were given a 
free book at the beginning of this half -term as 
part of a Government initiative dedicated to 
encouraging people of all ages and cultures to 
engage with books. 

 

�µ�%�R�R�N�H�G���8�S�¶���L�V���U�X�Q���E�\���%�R�R�N�W�U�X�V�W�����D�Q��
independent charity. It  gives every year 7 
student in England their choice of a free book 
from a list of specially selected titles.  

 

Our students were given a free magazine with 
summaries of the books and comments from 
other Year 7 students to help them select their 
free book. 

 

�7�K�H���D�L�P���R�I���µ�%�R�R�N�H�G���8�S�¶���L�V���W�R���L�Q�V�S�L�U�H���H�[�F�L�W�H�P�H�Q�W��
about reading and discovering new books and 
authors. 

 

The English Department at Grangefield  hope 
the students enjoy their books and that it 
encourages them to continue reading. 

 

There are many activities that the year 7 
students can do now that they have their free 
books: 

 
�x�� Set up a swap box system with their 

friends so that they can read more books 
�I�U�R�P���W�K�H���µ�%�R�R�N�H�G���8�S�¶���O�L�V�W�� 

 
�x�� Write reviews and comments on the 

books they have read to go on the 
�µ�%�R�R�N�H�G���8�S�¶���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���E�R�D�U�G���L�Q���W�K�H���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K��
corridor in school; 

�x�� �9�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���µ�%�R�R�N�H�G���8�S�¶���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���W�R���S�R�V�W��
reviews, vote for their favourite book and 
�H�Q�W�H�U���µ�%�R�R�N�H�G���8�S�¶���&�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�V�������7�K�H���Z�H�E��
address is www.bookedup.org.uk. 

Emily Blakemore, Elisha Smith, Alex Smith and Levi Johncey with 

their choice of ôRead Me Out Loudõ , a collection of poems for every 

day of the year edited by Nick Toczek and Paul Cookson. 


